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Viewpoints 


- EDITORIAL - 

Why we grieve for celebrities, cultural icons 



From left to right: Doris Roberts, David Bowie, Alan Rickman and Prince. | Phofo 
Credits ftheweek.uk 


The recent dcith of artist 
Prince was a shock to many 
around tile Wot 3d. Fans and 
musicians alike hive paid 
tribute to the musician icon. 
"This begs the question; why do 
we grieve for celebrities that 
we've never known? 

This year is only a few 
months old,, and, already 
we’v e los t legendry mus i c i ans 
like Prince, Merle Haggard 
and David Bowie- actors 
Doris Roberts and Alan 
Rickman and author Harper 
Lee. Their deaths have left 
a void for fans and non- 
fans alike. Many criticize 
“normal people" for grieving 
people that they’ve never 
met. In reality, these artists 
have been instrumental in 
the lives of millions. Songs 
like “Purple Rain” or “ 
Heroes" have helped people 
through rough times in their 
lives. Movies like “Harry 
Potter"were integral parts of 
millions oJ childhoods. So, 


when Alan Rickman, who 
played Sever us Snipe, died 
many people felt like they 
had lost that part of their 
lives. Harper Lee’s death 
impacted the many people 
chat have read “To Kill A 
Mockingbird” through the 


years. 

The point is that no one is 
entitled to judge another’s 
grief. When a legitimate 
artist dies, their talent dies, 
too. It s as if the world has 
lost a little bit ofits sparkle. 
The Editorial Board at The 


Pacer grieves with you. We 
feel the loss, too. So, we say 
buy the alburn, have a movie 
marathon and continue 
to pay tribute to these 
wonderful human beings. 
The world is better for 
known their talent. 


-COLUMN- 

Finals survival tips: How to eat an elephant 


Kristina Shaw 

Assuan; 1 Editor 

If you have ever tiad to deal 
with simply too much at one 
time, you may know the answer 
to this question. You eat an 
elephant one bite at a time. 

Ac this point in the semester, 
finals can easily morph into 
a large, hairy beast capable 
of striking fear into the 
heart of college students. 
While the pressure can feel 
insurmountable, if you manage 
your time wisely, and take care 
of yourself, you can make the 
best of the end of the semester. 

Though time management 
can seem almost impossible, 
it is key to doing anything 
in life successtully. While 
procrastination can seemingly 
buy you some extra time, it can 
become your worst enemy. 

To prevent procrastination, sit 
down with a calendar ahead of 
time and map out everything 
you have going on. Create a 
schedule for yourself and stick 
to it. Think about your tests and 
projects and do them a little bit 
at a time daily. 

When it comes to studying, 
know what methods work best 
for you. Learners are categorised 
as visual, auditory, kinesthetic or 
writing and reading. If you are 
an auditory learner, read things 
aloud. Studies show chat you 
can more successfully commit 
things to memory by saving 
them out loud rather than 
reading. Kinesthetic learners are 
those that learn through action 
and should try online interactive 
games with their material 
or highlighting their notes 
with different colors to form 
associations. Visual learners 


absorb material best through 
graphs and can categorize their 
notes or make mind maps, while 
reading and writing learners 
cacr try making flashcards. Site 
cram.com allows its users to 
make rheir own flashcards to 
study and play games with their 
terms. 

Also, make sure you are in the 
riglit environment. Ifyou easily 
get distracted, find a quiet place 
and put up everything that you 
do not need to study. If your 
phone is a source of distraction, 
the app, Self‘Control, allows you 
to set study times and select 
apps that cannot be opened 
during that time. 

In creating tire perfect study 
environment, try listening to 
some classical music. Research 
gathered by Stanford's school 
of medicine has proven classical 
music engages the brain and 
puts you in abetter mood. 

However, it's important to 
take a break every once and a 
while. Again , know yourself acid 
take care of yourself Ifyou feel 
stress and anxiety building up, 
take a b reak. 

Prolonged stress and anxiety 
can lead to serious health 
issues such as cardiovascular 
disease, gastrointestinal 

illnesses and eating disorders. 
It reveals itself physically and 
emotionally in different ways 
that can include loss of sleep, 
appetite and productivity. 
Other manifestations include 
irritability nausea, tension in 
the neck, body aches and acid 
reflux, which can lead to ulcers. 

“The best time to deal with 
stress and anxiety is when they 
start feeling those first warning 
signs," said Jennifer Hart, LI fM 
Student Health and Counseling 


Services coordinator. 

One management tool is 
conversation. Call home and 
talk to a family member or 
speak to a friend about what is 
going on in vour life. 

"A good way to deal with the 
anxiety is talking because it’s a 
release," Har t said. 

Students can also seek local 
professional help. The UT 
Martin Student Health and 
Counseling Services has three 
certified counselors available 
for students. The ceoter is open 
Monday through Friday, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Students may 
make appointments or walk in 
at little to no charge. 

Additionally, the center does 
outreach programs throughout 
the school year like die Chill 
Out Zone, winch is set up in the 
Boiling University Center at the 
end of every semester. As part of 
die program, student; can make 
homemade stress balls, eat popcorn 
and snow cones, play Stress-Free 
BingO and receive a T-shirt. 

In the midst of all of 
the studying and menial 
preparation, make sure to get 
plenty ot sleep. According to 
the National Sleep Foundation, 
young adults age l£ to 25 should 
get an average of 7-9 hours of 
sleep each night. If this cannot 
be done, do not overlook die 
benefits of napping. 

Sleep expert Michael Breus 
Ph.D., outlines the benefits 
of different lengths of naps in 
an article on Huffirtgion Post. 
Breus says that naps that last 
25-30 minutes allow the body to 
rest without entering into a deep 
sleep and making you even more 
tired when you wake. However, 
a full cycle 90-mioute-snooze 
is optimal and allows the body 


to enter REM sleep. Even 10 
minutes of shut-eye lias been 
proven to impact alertness, 
Breus says. 

Another way to feel fresh 
is through exercise. UTM 
Coordinator of Fitness, 
Kimberly Qlive-Milligan, calls 
exercise “meditation in motion.” 

"Your brain starts to focus on 
what your body is doing and the 
mechanics of that and you’re 
not focused on the test that 
you have the next day," Olive- 
Milligan said. 

The Student Recreation 
Center hosts 12 free classes 
taught by students that include a 
variety of workouts from cycling 
to yoga. They am from Monday 
through Thursday and go from 
6:30 a_m. to 5 p.m. Researchers 
at the University of Illinois have 
even found that 20 minutes of 
physical activity before an exam 
can enhance your performance. 

While it’s tempting to reach 
for the fast foods and caff tin a ted 
beverages, stay away from them. 
Neidier are good for vour body 
or mind, so grab a healthier 
snack that will boost your brain 
power. For example, nuts like 
pistachios, almonds and walnuts 
are not only a good source of 
fatty acids, but they contain lots 
ol iron to provide oxygen to the 
brain to increase alertness and 
information retention. Apples 
also contain an antioxidant 
in their peel called quercetin, 
which is tied to memory 
function. Oilier good foods to 
eat include spinach, broccoli 
and cauliflower; arid 3>erries. 

Whatever your methods of 
success are during this final bit 
of madness, take a deep breath 
and relax. It’s almost over and 
you've got this. 
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Viewpoints 

- COLUMNS - - 


Wet campuses: Is it worth the sip? 


Ashton Priest 

Vrewpoinfs fdtfor 

I in the recent weeks, many 
campuses held many booths, 
activities and more leading 
up to the SGA elections. 
While some students don't 
care, they might after hearing 
this particular proposal. 

UTK SGA candidates 
Carson Hollingsworth 

and Ale Kinsey Patterson 
brought up a surprising 
but interesting proposal: to 
make UTK a wet campus. 
They proposed ideas such 
as pre-registered social 
events in which alcohol 
may be served* alcohol 
in apartment residence 
halls predominantly 

housing students 21 and 


up for students 21 and 
up and enhanced alcohol 
education programming/ 
i rn plem e n ta t io n, acco rd i ng 
to their Facebook page. 

Th is is obviously liberating 
for students 21 and over that 
do live on-cam pus but can't 
exercise their right to legally 
have an alcoholic beverage in 
the comfort of their dorms/ 
apartments. These students 
usually have to go out to 
consume it and it's a hassle 
when someone wants a nice 
drink while cramming for 
tests, studying or really 
anything else hut can't. 13ut 
the question is: is a wet 
campus necessarily a 
idea? 

After comparing many 
universities by dry and wet 
campuses, wet campuses 


were considered safer than 
dry campuses. One would 
think it would he the 
opposite, but that's not the 
case. 

If anything* dry campuses 
seem to increase the number 
of students sneaking in 
alcohol* not only by minors 
but also by students of the 
legal age. It also encourages 
the idea that* “Well* I 
might as well drink it up 
while I can before I head 
back to tbe dorm!’ This 
mentality often leads to 
binge-dr in king* which 
accounts for 1,825 deaths 
of students between the 
ages of 18 and 24, according 
to the National Institute of 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol 
(NIAAA). 

Wet campuses also see a 


decrease in alcohol-related 
arrests. And let's be honest: 
students who want to drink 
will drink no matter if it’s 
against policies or ii the 
nearest liquor store is an 
hour away. Universities 
might as xvell provide a 
safe, supervised wet campus 
instead an unsafe* hush-hush 
dry campus. 

While I agree that 
maybe a wet campus isn't 
a good idea (or legal) in 
a dry county* wet counties 
should be all game for it. 
Students of age in a wet 
county should have the 
right to drink whenever 
they feel like it simply 
because it's their right to 
do so. And who doesn’t like 
a mixed-drink to help calm 
you down? Of course, with 


this in mind, there should 
also be dorms/apartments 
separated by these ages so 
that there is a decreased 
in alcohol consumption by- 
minors. This will also give 
universities reason to have 
the proper education on 
problems such as alcohol 
abuse. 

I give it up to 
Hollingsworth and 

Pan ersoo for taking a stand 
on revamping the alcohol 
policies. After seeing many 
campuses* such as the 
University of Mississippi 
and the University of 
Alabama, benefit from 
becoming a wet campus* 
it might be a possibility 
for wet county universities 
both current and in the 
future. 


Bathroom bill makes an appearance in state legislation 


Chelse-a Monroe 
Staff Writer 

Tennessee followed in on a 
trend set by North Carolina 
as the Bathroom Bill made 
its way to legislation on 
March 23. 

After a short, day in the 
house, the bill was rejected 
by Tennessee legislation, 
frustrating many* but 
pleasing even more. The bill 
in question wanted to make 
it a law that any student, 
from kindergarten ill rough 
college, is legally required 
to use the restroom of their 
birth sex. 

Now* to swallow a 
pill so large as the state 
gov e r n me n t atte mp t i o g 

control something so 
insignificant as what 
bathroom we choose to use, 
seems absurd to those who 
still like to view America 
as “the home of the free." 
After all, isn’t that the 
reason why so many people 
have left their home 
countries for centuries, to 


escape the forceful rulings 
of their government? Sure, 
the bill was argued to be 
defending the safety of 
children by protecting them 
from seeing the genital 
areas of the opposite sex at 
a young age* but their are 
many protocols that could 
be made by the school to 
try to avoid that, rather 
than slapping a law on the 
whole state to abide by. 

Just to recap* those in 
favor of this bill have 
several arguments for why 
this would seriously benefit 
the state at many different 
levels, not just in the school 
systems. To be lair, most of 
these arguments are coming 
from concerned parents 
who want to protect their 
children from the evil and 
corruption of tile world. 
The men and women in 
favor stand behind the fact 
that this legislation lias 
been written to protect 
minors and honestly who 
doesn't want to keep the 
tiny humans safe at all 


times? Others in favor are 
not necessarily concerned 
with children but just want 
things to be ‘‘as they should 
be.” Interpretation: girls 
should just be girls and 
boys should just be boys, 
the way it has always been. 

Wrong. This is not a new 
trending issue that just 
evolved with the sex change 
of Bruce (eb hem) Caitlyn 
Jenner. The transgender 
population lias not self- 
evolved in the 2000s, either. 
The LGBT community is 
something that has been 
documented as early as the 
Bible. People don’t choose 
who they lust over now* and 
they didn't back then either. 

So since people have 
been choosing to change 
their sex, fall in love with 
the same sex, or quite 
frankly* do whatever feels 
comfortable for them since 
ancient times* why are we 
now trying to control that? 
Keeping a 6th grade boy out 
of the mens restroom just 
because he may have been 


bom with a different set of 
sexual organs is wrong. To 
doctors and conservative 
Christians* he may still he 


a female. However* his own 
opinion of himself is that 
he is a boy who dresses like 
a boy* talks like a boy and 
looks like a boy. Never mind 
the fact that middle school 
Is probably one of the worst 
times of any one person’s 
life (dramatic* sure) and 
forcing someone who has 
self Identified as a boy for 
so long, but is now legally 
required to potty with tbe 
girls is without a doubt a 
form of public shaming. 
Th is is opening children 
up to an enormous amount 
of humiliation, something 
equally as traumatizing 
(if not worse) than being 
a girl accidentally seeing 


an unusual extra organ 
hanging off of Sally in the 


next stall. 

As nice as it may be 
to believe that the state 
of Tennessee shot down 


this bill because it is pure 


violation of human rights* 
that isn’t exactly tine case. 
Like most government 
arrangements* the denial 
of the bathroom bill had 
to do with money. That's 
right, if it doesn’t help 
the budget it doesn't 
help the state. According 
to the Tennessean* the 
Attorney General released 
a statement that said the 
state could lose over 11.2 
billion in federal funding 
for the school systems 
if this bill became a law. 
This loss is in addition to 
the roughly $65 million 
projected loss to come from 
tourism after many artists 
cancelled shows in North 
Carolina after their passing 
of a similar bill. 

The victory may not feel 
quite as sweet knowing 
that the state chose to 
deny the bill based on 
funding and not the fact 
that we are supposed to be 
free people in this country* 
but the bill is still dead for 
tbe year. 


The middle class: Acknowledging the crumbling foundation 


Ashton Priest 

Vfewpewnfs Editor 

No matter who anyone is 
financially, it’s true that the 
middle-class is disappearing 
as we speak. 

If someone were to say that 
this was going to happen* 
many proud Americans 
would look at the person 
and boast about the pride 
and determination of the 
middle-class. They would 
be completely shocked, but 
now they wouldn't bat an 
eye or question it. 


The middle-class was 
basically invincible. It 
survived the survived several 
wars* the Great Depression* 
scandals and much more. 
What really happened to 
this once-strong class? 

According to the Pew 
Research Center* it seems 
that more people are moving 
up into the upper-middle- 
class than moving down. 
However* the middle class 
is shrinking due to falling 
and flat-lining incomes 
and other aspects such as 
jobs disappearing* increased 
healthcare costs and 


increased college tuition 
costs. 

We see it rodav at work in 

* 

this nation. People are afraid 
to go to the doctor when 
sick* fearing chat they’ll be 
broke after paying medical 
bills. Students have to take 
multiple loans just to earn 
an education that might 
not guarantee a career right 
after school. According to 
CNN, home ownership has 
dropped to its lowest rate 
since 1967 and one in three 
families will have to deal 
with a debt collector. 

There are many ways 


chat we could build up 
our economy to where the 
middle-cl ass will prospej 
again. Such ideas include 
putting control on Wall 
Street to prevent banks 
from cheating people out 
for business* upgrading 
infrastructure to build jobs 
and control college cost and 
cut student loan debt. 

Yet, these ideas terrify 
people. Most look at this 
and think* “But we don’t 
want to change our ways 
of doing stuff," or *"This is 
along the lines of socialism 
and I'm seared]" 


The truth is that if we 
continue to ignore this 
problem, slot call out the 
real people who are causing 
this decline and reject the 
ideas that could save this 
class, the middle-class will 
disappear before we know 
it. It will just be the bigh- 
class versus the lower-class. 
Our nation doesn’t need 
that circumstance, so why 
are we still allowing it? The 
solution starts to form when 
people become aware of the 
issue and awareness is what 
we need to save this class 
slow before it’s too late. 
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Viewpoints 

-SENIOR FAREWELLS- 



Lyndsey 

I can't believe the rime has 
iuiiit for ine to pen my last 
article for Hie Pacer. What 
an incredible journey this has 
been. My life is forever changed 
because of my time spent oil 
this staff 

When I graduated high 
school nine years ago {yes, 1 
know), I was ready to take on 
die world. It’s funny how life 
happens and nothing is quite 
like you planned. After one 
full year at "Die University of 
Memphis, I decided to move 
back home to Union City after 
a family tragedy. I planned to 
take a year off and then enroll at 
UTM. A year turned into two, 
but I did finally find my wav 
to UTM in die fall of 2010. I 
was an education major, and 
things were going well. Then, 
everything changed when my 
husband and I found out that our 
family would be growing after 
only seven months of marriage. 
After a perfect pregnancy and 
normal delivery, 1 went into full 
heart and respiratory failure. 1 
was placed on a ventilator and 
began a figlu for my life. My 
doctors discovered that I had 
suffered from a rare type of heart 
failure caused from pregnancy. 1 
was diagnosed with Peripartum 
Cardiomyopathy. For over a 


Hayslett 

year, I sat out of school so that 
I could recover. One year and 
3 months after nearly dying, I 
was given medical clearance to 
return back to school. I barely 
made all of the deadlines to 
apply for admission, but I xvas 
determined to get back to 
school. I took a variety of classes 
just so 1 could he full-time. One 
of those classes happened to be 
Introduction to Media Design 
and Public Relations offered 
through the Department of 
Communications. After being 
in the class fora week, I knew 
that a change of major was in 
my i icar future. 

During my first full semester 
as a communications major, I 
met a woman that would change 
my life. Ms. Tomi Parrish is 
my guardian angel. She took 
a chance chi a non traditional 
student with a husband and 
young son. She made a spot 
for me as a staff writer, and 
before long, I was Viewpoints 
editor. Shortly after, 1 became 
Managing Editor. I’ve been in 
this spot for a year and a half, 
and 1 owe it all to Ms. Tomi. 
She ba>, pushed me, dried tears 
and taught me so much about 
this crazy life as a journalist. 
Thank you, for allowing me to 
be a mother first by creating 


an environment where my son 
is welcome. You are seriously 
like .i mother to me, and I'm so 
blessed that I know you. 

I must also thank Dr. Robert 
Nanney. When I came to the 
department with my change 
of major form, you insisted 
that you meet me right then. 1 


was shocked. The chair of the 
department was taking time to 
meet a new major! I think we 
talked for an hour. It was in tliai 
hour that I knew I had made 
the right decision. Dr. Nanney, 
thank you for everything that 
you liave done for me. 

I must publicly thank Dr. 


Tracy Rutledge. Your Comm 
240 class was the first class 
I stepped foot in after my 
recovery. The passion that you 
taught with was mesmerizing. 
You are die reason drat I am a 
communications major. You are 
why I chose PR. I remember 
telling my husband that you 
were the most brilliant person 
that 1 ever met. I still feel that 
way. You are a powerhouse, and 
I am honored to have learned so 
many things from you. 

To the Department of 
Communications, thank all 
of yon for the best experience. 
You all are my family, and 1 will 
always hold a special place in 
my heart for each of you. Thank 
you all for always being available 
to students. For pushing us to 
better. For never accepting less 
than our best. For taking the 
time to get to know students 
individually.Thank you for all of 
the opportunities that you liave 
presented rue with. Thank you. 

To my Facer family, I love 
y'all. I really do. What a crazy 
roller coaster ride this has been. 
It has been a privilege to work 
with every single one of you. lira 
going to miss you guys terribly. 

As my undergraduate career 
comes to a close, I can’t help 
but fee! an overwhelming sense 
of gratitude. I'm thankful for 
all of tiie friends I’ve made 
and memories that will last a 
lifetime. Thanks, UTM! 


Chance Farmer 


What a journey this has been. 
It r s a hit cliche to say that I was 
a completely different person 
five years ago,but it's completely 
true. 

When I began my journey at 
UTM five years ago, I was so 
sure that I knew exactly what 
I was going to do with my life, 
but life is funny and has a way 
oJ" showing how completely 
and utterly wrong you are 
sometimes. I spent die first rear 
of my college career as a Music 
Education major, and I learned 
one very important life lesson 
during that yean don’t waste 
time doing something that 
makes you miserable. 

This isn’t to say that I didn't 
enjoy my first year at all; l just 
found that Music Ed. wasn't 
right for me, and I grew from 
that experience. 

When I looked into changing 
my major, 1 looked at several 
different departments, 

but the Department of 
Communications stood out to 
me. I was welcomed with open 
arms, and I knew exactly where 
I needed to be. 

Everything about the 
department peaked my interest. 


and through the department, 1 
discovered a passion tor creating 
new things, interacting with 
others and, above all, a passion 
for writing. 

Two years later, I started 
working at The Pacer, and I can 
honestly say that it's been one of 
the best experiences of my life. 

Through working at The Pacer, 
I’ve found m_v path in life as a 
writer and a journalist. I’ve had 
many amazing opportunities, 
such as traveling all over die 
Southeast and meeting various 
public figures and officials. I’ve 
learned invaluable skills, have 
met professionals in my field 
and made connections to help 
me find a job straight out of 
college. 

To my Pacer staff, though it 
hasn’t been stress-free {but bey. 
that's life), I can say that Fnt 
proud of our paper. I r m proud of 
everything we’ve done together, 
and I’m proud to have worked 
with such an amazing group 
of people. It’s been a blast. You 
all bring something special to 
the table that makes our paper 
unique (and award-winning!!!), 
and although w-e don't always 
see a way to make it work, we 



always do make it work You 
have limitless potential. If you 
focus that potential, you'll he 
unstoppable. 

I must thank Ms. Tomi 
Parrish, who lias been much 
more than a phenomenal boss. 
She's beecr like a second mother 
to me since I began my journey 
as a Communications major. 


and I couldn’t be more thankful 
for all the help she’s given me. 

I’d also like to thank Dr. Robert 
Nanney and the Department of 
Communications as a whole. Dr. 
Nanney lias been a very strong 
advocate for me, a constant 
supporter of my writing and 
continues to encourage my 
growth as a journalist, and for 


that, 1 am very grateful. 

The Department of 
Communications has been my 
home for die past four years, 
and each member, faculty and 
student alike, has become 
family to me. You’re made me 
a part of something special, 
and I’ll always be grateful for 
that. You’ve also done nothing 
but encourage and push me to 
always strive for better than my 
best,acid I’ve always enjoyed that 
challenge. I may not know what 
the future holds, but I know I've 
learned die right skills to thrive 
and succeed, thanks to you. 

Looking toward the future, I 
can't wait to see where life will 
take me. While leaving UTM 
may be bittersweet to say the 
least, I can’t wait to grow and 
learn more as a writer, a journalist 
and a person. Wherever I may 
end up, FI! be doing something 
I love. 

As my time at UTM draws 
in a close, I can’t help but 
look back in fondness at every 
friendship made, everything 
I've accomplished and every 
moment I’ve spent here. These 
past five years, I have grown, 
exponentially. I’ve found a 
profession that I want to make 
a career of I’ve found a purpose. 
I’ve found myself 

So thank you, UTM. It’s been 
a wild ride. 


To Chancev and/ Ly nd&ey: 

Yow w \Xb be/ iorely mined/. Beyt withe# -from/your advtier and/ itaff. 
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UTM alumnus to speak at commencement 


University Relations 


Dr. PzuJ Blaylock, will 
iddreis UTM'i spring 2016 
graduating class during 
com mcncement exerc ises. 

Blaylock received a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in liberal arts from UTM in 


1968 before earning a medical 
degree from tbe University 
ofTennessee Health Science 
Center in Memphis in 1972. 
He later graduated from the 
Northwestern School of Law 
at Lewis and Clark College 
in Portland, Oregon, and 
has spent the past 40 years 
serving as both a trauma 
doctor and a trial lawyer in 
the Portland area. 

Blaylock received the 
UTM Outstanding Alumni 
Award during homecoming 
festivities in 2003 in 
recognition of outstanding 


achievement in his chosen 
professions. During his time 
at UTM, he was a member of 
the P i K appa A Ip ha fra c ern i ty 
and served as president of 
the Student Government 



Phoic CrBdii/Univefsrly Relations 


Association. The student 
government office was 
officially named after him 
in 2006. Blaylock was also a 
close ment.ee and friend of 


Dr. Phil Watkins, then vice 
chancellor of Student Affairs 
and SGA adviser, and their 
friendship is memorialized 
in the bronze statues titled 


“Friends" outside the Paul 
M eek Library. 

s> 

He was later honored with 
both the President’s Award 
and the Jefferson Award 


from the American College 
of Legal Medicine for his 
disaster work at ground zero 
following the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks, along with 
additional community and 
charity contributions. 

The UTM spring 
cono me ncemeti t ce re mo ny, 
expected to be the largest in 
university history, will take 
place at 11 a.m. May 7 in 
the Kathleen and Tom Elam 
Center on the university’s 
main campus. It is a ticketed 
event. However, attendee* 
without tickets are welcome 
to watch a livesiream webcast 
From the overflow area 
located inside the Sky hawk 
Field ho use. Tickets may only 
be obtained from individual 
graduates. 

A livestream will also 
be available online at 
www.ovcdigitalnetwork. 
e o m / w a t c h / ? L i v e * 3 4 4 8 
for those who are unable to 
attend. 

For more information, 
contact the UTM Office 
of University Relations at 
731-881-7615. 


Dates to Remember - Summer/Fall 2016 

I lay; 18 Maymester classes begin 

May 30: Memorial Day holiday 

J 1108 & Maymester classes end 

June 6: Summer classes begin (Session I and full-term) 

June 7: Last day to add/drop Summer I classes 
Juris 8: Last day to add/drop Summer full-term classes 
July 4: Independence Day holiday 

July 8 Summer I classes end 

July 12: Summer II classes begin 

July 13: Last day to add/drnp Summer II classes 

August 1: : Summer II classes end 

August 22: Fall 2016 classes begin 



5:30 p.m. Friday, April 29 
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Campus construction projects continue to make progress into summer 


Kristina Shaw 

Assrsfanf AS-t td\to. r 


For some time now, ii is as 
ii construction is being- done 
on the UTM campus around 
every corner. From general 
building maintenance to major 
projects, here is a look, at what 
students can expect eo see in 
the fall. 

Renovations for Graham 
Stadium have been in the works 
for roughly four years and began 
at the end of the football season 
in December. The old press box 
was torn down and cleared for a 
new one to be built in its place. 
Tfie new press box will have large 
glass windows that look out 
onto the field and will have four 
levels. One lew] will be used for 
coaches and filmers. A dub level 
wall be utilized as a meeting 
room with a chancellors suite 
and die first two floors will be 
home to classrooms. 


In addition to the new press 
box, new bleachers and seats are 
being installed in the stadium 
and the cement will be sealed 
with an epoxy resin to change its 
look, arid make it easier to clean. 


“I think your football stadium 
is one of your showpieces 
from an athletic standpoint," 


said Kevin McMillan, Interim 
Athletic Director. “With our 
university, if you redly walk 
around campus and you look, we 
have an extremely aesthetically 
pleasing university and then 
you turn the corner and see the 
football press box it doesn’t fit.” 

Tine renovations are estimated to 
cost a total of approximately £7.4 
million.The funding lor die project 
comes from athletic donations, as 
well as school-sponsored bonds 
arid guarantees for football games. 

Currently ahead of schedule, 
this project will be completed in 
the fall in time for the start of 


football season. 

The renovations done in 
die Boling University Center 
is Phase 1 of a much larger 
project. Phase 1 consists of 
die new Office of Student 
Lite, Welcome Center and 
maintenance renovations, and 
will cost the university almost 
£1.3 million. 

After the library was moved 
from the second floor to die first 
in 2014 + there were questions 
about what to do with the new 
space. Hie proposal to create 
a new Office of Student Life, 
by John Abel, assistant Vice 
Chancellor of Student Affairs, 
was selected. Hie space will be 
a unified area containing the 
offices of the Student Activities 
Council, Student Government 
Association, Student Affairs 
and Greek Life coordinator. 

“Getting all of tliat under one 
roof I hope has a huge impact 
lor students, " said Abel. 

To- add in the space’s 
functionality, it will alsu serve 
as a lounge or study area for 
students. 

Dr. Margaret Toston, Vice 
Chancellor of Student Affairs, 
and Nancy Yarbrough, Vice 
Chancellor of Finance had the 
idea to have an official welcome 



A spiffy new tile floor has been finished outside the new home of SGA and Student Life in the University 
Center, 1 Pacer Photo /Can an no Atoms 



The four sorority lodges also will be completed by the fall semester, [ Pacer Photo/ 
Carianna Atoms 


area for the university on the first 
floor. Hie Welcome Center will 
be by the Watkins Auditorium 
and inside what used to be 
die old post office. It will be 
primarily u:»ed for those visiting 
the campus but can also serve in 
other capacities. Hie welcome 
desk is also being moved to the 
first floor. 

“Hie Welcome C enter, I really 
hope becomes a place that folks 
get their first impressions of 
UTM,” said Abel. “It’s a very 
welcoming place for students 
and anyone visiting the campus.” 

Hie third part of Phase 1 
is renovation. Paint and new 
acoustic tiles have been added 
to Watkins and new flooring 
lias been placed in some of die 
major hallways. A new hallway 
has also been constructed to 
help people get from one side 
of the building to the other 
without going up the stairs and 
around. 

In addition to the above, a 
“solar garden" is currently under 
construction. Funded by an 
anonymous donor, die project is 
located between the Paul Meek 
Library and die University 
Gen ter. 

Sarah Haig, Graphic Design 
assistant professor and Dr. J. 


Douglas Sterrett, professor of 
Engineering, have each led 
a team of their students in 
collaboration on this one-of-a- 
kiod project since September. 

Art department students 
(Ethan Applebee, Victoria 
Falcon, Thomas Kindle and 
Franklin Hawks) contributed 
by creating the site design 
and working to decorate the 
structure, and the engineering 
students (Jared Miller, Zachary 
Dysinger, Ty Roberts, Cory 
Oliver, Brice White and Joseph 
Sipes) haie done tilings like 
assembling die solar panel 
array, mounting the aluminum 
racking and mounting and 
wiring the [.lower inverters. 

Hie main solar panel tree 
structure has been operational 
For several weeks and with a 
rough Iff hours of sun exposure 
daily generates around 6 
kilowatts of power. 

The flowers, however, lute 
taken some time to create. Each 
petal consists of two pieces of 
metal that have to be welded on 
the edges, creating an estimated 
4ff0 feet of welding. Once 
finished, they will be sent to 
get painted and then installed 
before the end of die semester 
with the help of the engineering 


team. 

Hie art group has recently 
begun decorating the structure 
and has applied their decorative 
paper concoction to die seating 
area. It will soon be painted 
and the trunk covering installed. 
After this, diey will install the 
decorative portion an the top of 
the tree ooce the fabricator has 
cut the metal. 

Lodges for the Panhellenie 
sororities, Chi Omega, Alpha 
Delta Pi, Alpha Omicron Pi 
and Zeta Tau Alpha will be 
ready for use at die start of the 
new school year. Hie groups 
outgrew Lheir lodges in Grove 
Apartments in 2004 and with 
the help of a group of alumni, 
have been building since Fall 
of 2015. Each sorority lias 
contributed roughly £500,000 
to the project. 

Located beside University 
Courts and off of Peach Street, 
the identical houses are close to 
3, £00 square feet and will be two 
stories. Each lias a front room, 
study, chapter room, kitchen, 
garage and o^ien second floor. 

“mis is going to deeply 
benefit both die students and 
the university," said Rachel 
Stephens, Interim Greek Life 
Coordinator. 


“For the first lime in a long 
time, die sorority women at 
UTM will have a place that is 
completely theirs." 

Finally, students will also 
notice work being done in 
Clement Hall. Hie estimated 
12-16 month, 57 mlRon project 
begins in the hill and will 
address building concerns. A 
new elevator, HVAC, electrical 
and plumbing systems will be 
installed in the north end of the 
building. 

Additionally. Clement will 
house a “One Stop Shop” to 
aid in the enrollment process in 
room 041 .Hiere students will be 
able to take care of matters with 
the Bursar’s Office, Admissions, 
Financial .Aid, Records, 
Career Services and Student 
Success and Testing, some of 
which will be moving from 
the Administration Building 
permanently to Clement. 

Several buildings, including 
Ellington Hall, Crisp Half, 
Clement Hall, the Sociology 
Building and day care will also 
have roof work done during 
break. 

Other general maintenance 
projects around campus 
include changing the windows 
iii the Sociology Building, 
Hok Humanities Building, 
Hall Moody Administration 
Building and Communications 
Building to more efficient, 
double paned windows. 

Construction outside of 
Ellington and Browning 
buildings for steam line 
improvement will also be 
completed. 

“Steam lines require 
replacement and improvements 
at times to support the growing 
needs of the campus," said 
Tim Nipp, Physical Plant 
Administrator Director. 

As UTM continues to grow, 
keep an eye out for other things 
around campus as [he university 
continues to expand. 
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Cooper Hall to transition to LLC status by fall 


Reid Whaley 

Guest Writer 

When school starts :Ltxt 
full,. Cooper Hall’s new 
life as a Living Learning 
Community* or LLC* will 
begin at the same time. 

Construction is already 
underway on the renovations 
necessary in complete the 
transition. 

An LLC is a housing 
facility that is specialized 10 
accommodate the needs of 
a specific group of people. 
Usually* the groups of people 
who are eligible to live in 
an LLC are determined 
by lifestyle choices or 
academic majors. Grouping 
them together in the same 
residence is meant to help 
them succeed and excel in 
college. 

Other schools have 
attempted to implant them 
in the past, including the 
University ofMississippi and 
the University of Pittsburgh. 
Cooper Hall was chosen 
because its traditional style 
housing is known to promote 
a strong sense of community 


Music Events 

Thursday, April 28th- 
Student Chamber 
Recital 

The 7:30 p.m. 
performance in 
Blankenship Recital Hall 
will feature woodwind, 
brass, and percussion 
students performing in 
various small ensembles, 
with works spanning 
music history. 

Sunday, May 1 - 
Sky hawk Music 
Signing Day 


among residents who live 
there. Living in the LLC is 
meant to help the students 
focus nn their studies and* 
hopefully* graduate faster 
than they otherwise would. 
Some students have already 
applied to Live in Cooper 
Hall and be a pari of the new 
LLC next school year. 

As mentioned previously* 
only certain groups of 
students are generally 
eligible to live in LLCs. 
In this case* the Cooper 
LLC will be exclusive to 
UTM students who major 
in Nursing, Pre-Med, 
Agriculture* Engineering* 
Criminal Justice and Music. 
Students from those majors 
were selected beuaiise there 
are more students from 
those majors currently living 
in Cooper Hall than front 
any other academic major. 
Unfortunately* that means 
some of the students wito 
stayed in Cooper Hall this 
year will not be allowed 
to come back. The LTTM 
office of Housing informed 
those students of the change 
earlier this year. Resident 
Assistants and other 


employees who work for the 
office of housing went door 
to door In order to inform 
the students who would be 
affected. Those who will not 
be eligible to live in Cooper 
next year were offered 
the chance to transfer to 
University Village Phase 
Two, Ellington, or Browning 
Halls. 

Last year* surveys were 
sent out to students in order 
to assess their attitudes 
about changes to University 
housing, and 8 b percent 
of respondents said they 
were open to the idea of 
establishing an LLC. 

Cooper Hall will look much 
different once construction 
is finished. Four Suites will 
no Longer house inhabitants 
at all. All the beds, closets, 
and individual study desks 
will be taken out of those 
suites. Most of the walls 
will be knocked down* and 
there will be no individual 
bedrooms anymore. The 
result will be four much 
more open suites called LLC 
community rooms. 

The community rooms will 
serve as study areas* and are 


probably the most exciting 
change coming. Each 
community room will house 
three private study rooms 
for students to do their 
homework in. They will be 
similar to the coveted group 
study areas on the top floor 
of the Paul Meek Library 
where students have tire 
ability to shut the door and 
block themselves off from 
distractions. 

Two of ehe study areas 
will be decidedly high tech. 
They will be equipped with 
projector screens* tables that 
feature sharing technology 
which allows students to 
more easily work on group 
projects together, as well as 
charging ports for laptops 
and cellphones. The third 
study area in eaeh community- 
room will be a little lower 
tech. It will feature an 
electronic writing board 
which allows students to 
save work on their electronic 
devices via a QR code. The 
board, called a “Smart Kapp 
Board*" will look and act 
much like a standard Dry- 
Erase board. 

In addition to the study 


areas* the community 
rooms will offer a central 
common meeting area that 
is somewhat similar to the 
common areas that are 
already in Cooper Hall. 
However, these common 
areas will come standard with 
a touch screen television. 
The LLC community 

rooms are intended to 
help residents with group 
collaboration but students 
from other academic majors 
may be allowed to rent them 
at certain times. 

Certain parts of Cooper 
Hall will be pairs ted blue, 
so that the dormitory will 
have a hint of school colors 
instead of just the red of its 
brick;,. The UTM logo will 
also appear in certain areas 
of the atrium. 

The changes to Cooper 
are a pilot program. If it is 
deemed successful, there may 
be more changes coming to 
the campus of UTM. 

“It should provide a unique 
experience in Martin that 
we’ve never had before," said 
Ryan Martin* the Assistant 
Director of Housing. 



find us online 


WUTM RADIO 


facebook 


Search ‘WUTIVr 


wutmnews@utm.edu • 881-7095 

Check us out for campus sports, news 
and all the hits you can handle! 



Faculty & Still! will being serving the meal! 



Free for students with meal plans, even if yon clon'l have meals lefl! 

Never I1.11J .b Vle.il Plan? This iik .l] is, ucilv $ 1 ! 


4 ‘Honest Repairs at Honest Prices” 



- Tires (Sales & Services) - Air Conditioning 
* Coolant Flush » Exhaust 
• Engine Performance * Tune-ups 

- Shocks & Struts - Brakes 

- Trailer Hitches * Welding 

* Fuel Injection (Maintenance & Repair) 


Monday-Friday 8 a,m. to 5 p.m. 


200 Tom Smith Road, Martin 

731 * 587-6001 



























April 28,2016 


thepacer 


Page8 

News 



Statewide News Briefs 

Associated Press 


DA’s office: Memphis jurors 
to decide Vandy rape case 

The Davidson Count)' district attorneys office says 
jurors from Memphis will be selected lor the retrial of 
a former Vanderbilt football player who will be retried 
for rape next month. 

DA spokeswoman Dorinda Carter said in an email 
that jurors will be selected in Memphis and brought to 
Nashville to decide the fate of Brandon Vandenburg. 

is one of four former players who was 
the dorm room rape of an unconscious 
female student. 

He and Cory Batey were tried and found guilt)' 
last year, but the verdicts were thrown our after it was 
revealed that a juror was a victim of statutory rape. 

A jury from Knoxville convicted Batey of aggravated 
rape and other charges earlier this month. 

two other former players have not yet been tried. 

Park Service opens center 
to maintain collections 

The National Plark Service is opening its Collections 
Preservation Center in East Tennessee next week to 
maintain items from live parks in Appalachia. 

A ceremony is set for 10 a_m May 6 at die center in 
' Townsend. A public open house will follow. A five-park 
exhibit will also he open to the public at the Great Smoky 
Mountains 1 ieritage Center next door on the same day. 

The 14,fXX)-square-foot facility will allow the National 
Park Service to take care of’more dtao 418,000 artifacts 
and 1.3 million archival recorek from the Andrew Johnson 
National 1 listorie Site, Big South Pork Natiental Riirer and 
Recreation Area, Cumberland Gap National Historical 
Park, Great Smoky Mountains National Park and Gbed 
Wild and Scenic River. 

included in the collections are household items, 
photographs and aiUtaailpgieal specimens. 

GM investing in Tennessee 
and Michigan factories 

General Motors announced Wednesday that it is spenduig 
$790 million to build a new high-efficiency engine at its plant 
in Tennessee, aerating nearly S00 jobs. 

The investment is the latest boost fir the Spring Hill 
Man ufacturing Plant, where vehicle production was idled 
dunrig the Great Recession. Since 3010 GM Itas poured 
$2 billion into the plant facility 30 miles south of Nashville 
dm makes two four-cylinder engines and die Cadillac Xf5 
midsize SUV.The plant will also begin producing the CMC 
Acadia later this spring. 

“Todays announcement reinforces our absolute faith 
in this facility,” said Arvin Jones, GMs North American 
manufktuiing manager. 

GM also announced it will spend S I IS irtilboti at its 
powertrain facility in Bay City; Micliigan, creating 29 jobs. 
The plant north of Detroit lias 320 hourly workers who make 
piston pins, camshafts, oil pumps and other parts. 

United Auto Workers have credited coJJecuve bargainbig 
agreements with the company for ensuring production 
returned to Tennessee. The most recent contract signed last 
year and that Spring 1131 would receive at least 700 new fobs 
as }Wt of 11.9 billion in investments in U.S. facilities during 
die course of die four-year agreement 

Mike Herron, die chairman of UAW Local 1856, said 
die “collective baigainiiig process was absolutely critical" in 
bringing the latest investment the plant and growing the 
woikfbree to about 2,600. 

Herron said the investment “gives die workers bene the 
peace of mind that rlteyll be working at this location fir 
die foreseeable future even though were in a very c)dical 
industry* 


Vandenbiug 
charged with 


I lemon stressed that all of the jiew hires will become full 
General Motors Co. employees, which contrasts with a 
common practice; among foreign-owi led automakers of 
Itiring temporary contract workers at lower wage and benefit 
Jevek 

' I he UAW 's strong role at GM contrasts widi Nissan 
Motor Cods mammoth assembly plant in neadi)' Smyrna 
and Volkswagen* lone U. S. plant in Chattanooga. Nissan has 
defeated several unionization efforts at its Tennessee plant, 
vvliile Volkswagen is fighting to prevent die UAW from 
gaining representation of a portion of hourly workers there. 

Republican politicians like Gov Bill I laslam liave 
largely sought to keep the UAW from gaining inroads at 
among other automakers, but appear lie willing to overlook 
pliikisop]iic. J differences on labor issues when it comes to die 
General Motors plant. 

"TbeyVe made a big investment here and were very 
graceful," llaslam said about GM.Tn my mind it just shows 
dial either form can work, but we want the workers to choose." 

II a 4u n said die state's incentive package for die new 
investment lias not vet been finalized, but confirmed dtat a 
secret $30 million appropriation approved by state lawmakers 
earlier this year will go toward the General Motors deal 

The Spring l iiD turned out more titan 3.7 million Saturn 
cars between 1990 and 2007 before undergoing an overhaul 
and turning to odier GM products. 


State cancels contract 
with TNReady creator 

‘[lie state of Tennessee has abru[*dy terminated a $107.7 
million contract with a testing company foDowing repeated 
failures with the rollout of the new assessment called 
TNReady 

State Education Commissioner Candice McQueen on 
Wednesday said slied liad enough of the company's repeated 
delays of shipping rest materiaL aatd that a number of 
students in grades 3 through 8 would not be able to take die 
assessment this tear. 

F Ihe rest was supposed to be taken online, but computer 
glitches, prevented kids from taking it in FebrLtny After 
McQueen ordered the rests tube taken on paper, dte Norfo- 
CaroEna based Measurement Inc. was unahle to get die tests 
shipped to schools on time. 

Measurement lnc.s CEO has said the company has 
snuggled to fond films to print die materials. 


Tennessee woman sentenced 
in baby’s alcohol poisoning 

A Sequateliie County woman lias been sentenced to 11 
years in prison tor die alcohol poisoning of'ha' 11-month-old 
son. 

Media outlets repeat 28-year-old I leadier M.. Oakes was 
sentenced Friday after pleading guilty to felony criminal 
attempt to commit aggravated duLd abuse. 

Investigators bad fbuitd vodka in the child's bottle last 
October alter he was taken to a hospital by'ambulance. Oakes 
contended the poisoning was accidental 

Prosecutors say the child has recovered 


Abortion rights’ advocate 
iooks to amendment recount 

An amendment to the Tennessee Constitution that 
would place greater restrictions on abortions is likely to 
be tossed out now that a judge has ordered a recount of 
the 2Q14 ballot approving it,the lead plaintiff’in a federal 
lawsuit challenging the results said Monday. 

Fifty-three percent of voters approved Amendment 1 
in November 2014. Last week, however, a federal judge 
ordered a recount alter finding that the method used 


to tabulate the votes was fundamentally unfair to those 
who opposed the amendment U.S. District Judge Kevin 
Sharp said dte votes were tallied in favor of abortion 
opponents. 

The federal ruling came a day after a state court judge 
found in favor of the way Tennessee counted die ballots. 

In liis ruling. Sharp cited language from the Tennessee 
Constitution that said an amendment is ratified by a 
“majority of all citizens of the state voting for governor." 

The eight citizens who filed live lawsuit challenging 
live amendment Kid argued that die state tabulated 
the results of the election without considering who 
voted for governor. They maintained that it wasn't just 
enough to consider whether more voters approved of the 
amendment than not; 

A total of 1,343,728 people voted for governor in the 
November 2014 election, court documents show. There 
were 729,163 votes in favor of amendment 1. 

“We have never had more people vote on an 
amendment titan voted for governor, and so it is possible 
gfwen the math — in fact thetea a good probability — 
that the recount would result in Amendment l failing," 
said Tracey George. 

Under Sharp's ruling, George said, if even half of the 
Tennesseans who voted for the referendum but did 
not back a candidate for governor were yes votes, the 
amendment would fail in a recount. 

The Vanderbilt law professor is one of the eight abortion 
rights' advocates who filed the lawsuit challenging the 
election results. Site said the amendment would lose on 
the recount if even just half of those who didn't vote for 
governor cast ballots in support of the abortion regulation 


measure. 

The head of the states leading anti-abortion 
organization said opponents of Amendment 1 were 
trying to win in court what they couldn't at the ballot 
box. “Tennessee Right to Life shares the view that the 
historic method of counting the votes and ratifying the 
results on Amendment 1 was followed in the exact way 
as every other amendment approved by the voters of'our 
state,” said Brian 1 larris, the organization's president, in 
an emailed statement. 

But George said abortion opponents tried to have 
their votes carry more weight than those opposed to 
the measure by telling people to cast ballots in the 
amendment race but not for the governor. 

Sharp has given die state 20 days to come up with a 
plan for the recount. Ids not clear if the state will appeaL 

The state attorney generals office is still reviewing 
tire judge's order, Harlow Sumertbrd, a spokesman for 
Attorney General I lerbert Slatery said in an email. 
The cost to the state of a recount, Sumerford said, is 
something diat would have to be determined. 

The amendment said nothing in the state constitution 
“secures or protects a right to abortion or requires the 
funding of an abortion.” it gave power to srate lawmakers 
to “enact, amend, or repeal statutes regarding abortion.” 


Supreme Court justice takes 
ceremonial oath of office 

At investiture ceremony has been Iteld for Tennessee's 
newest Supreme Court justice Roger Rage. 

The Jackson Sun reports Qittp^/bit.h'/lQj'FLXkri ) 
the ceremony was held Monday in the West Tennessee 
community of Mifflin, where Page was raised. 

More than 1,000 people packed the Mifflin Country 
Kitchen, where Gov.BiJJ 1 lashineeteanoniously administered 
the oath of uffke to Page. 

Rage was the first Supreme Court nominee to have to be 
approved by foe state legislature after Tennessee changed die 
roles far bow noaoinees were selected 

1 laslam appointed Rage in January, and the General 
Assembly imaiiirmiusly confirmed liim Feb. 22.1 le took die 
oafo of office and began work die next day. 

Duiiiig the ceremony Rage, who lives in Medina, shared 
stories about growing up in Mifflin, where hds parents have 
lived since 1954. 
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A day in the life of Adrian Nappo 


Chance Farmer 

fxedrufrve frdrfor 


Its between 5 ;30 and 6 am. on 
a Saturday, and Adrian Nappo 
is waking up. He Immediately 
nuts to bis parents' room to get 
into bed with them and wake 
them up. 

While his father makes his 
breakfast, usually Eggo mini- 
waffles with strawberry jam on 
them, Adrian goes upstairs to 
watch videos. Adrian really likes 
his screens. Whether it’s a video 
or his iPad, he tries to get to his 
screens pretty frequently: Bui 
watching videos for Adrian is 
different than watching videos 
for anyone else. 

Adrian watches die same 15 
seconds of video over and over 
and over again. Always the same 
15 seconds. Over and over. 

After breakfast, Adrian’s 
schedule is fairly typical. His 
parents will help him get 
dressed, and he and his lather 
will go outside and play. Bui 
playing outside for Adrian is 
different than playing outside 
for other children. 

He likes to walk up and down 
a cement block that runs along 
his parents’ property over and 
over and over again. Always up 
and down tlie cement block. 
Over and over. 

His father might get him to 
ride his bike or to draw with 
sidewalk chalk, but for the most 
part, its usually the same. 

On Saturdays, Adrian eats 
lunch at noon, and it’s always 
die same: a cheese quesadilla. 
Always. 

After lunch, Adrian’s father 
usually takes him to die Obion 
Coumy Library in Union City. 
There’s a lot for Adrian to 
interact with there. 

After the library, and a trip 
to Dairy Queen that has to be 
made t Adrian and his father 
come home and work on 
numbers, trying to draw, playing 
hvith Play-Doh oi something 
to enhance Adrian’s line motor 
skills. Because he struggles with 
that. 

For dinner, Adrian eats white 
rice with cheddar cheese. He 
also likes black beaus on top 
of tortilla chips. But die beans 
must be on top of die chips, or 
he will not eat them. 

During Itis Saturday schedule, 
Adrian could have a few 
mishaps because he doesn’t have 
die expressive language skills 
dial other children have at his 
age. 

Adrian operates on the level 
of ad- 4-year-old. And he’s six. 

Why does Adrian have these 
problems? Why does Adrian 
liave to have a certain order to 
every aspect of his day? 

Adrian Nappo is autistic. 

There is an entire spectrum 
on w I rich autism is measured, 
and Adrian is a big] sly 
tunc tinning autistic child. 
Because of this, he can do 
things that other kids do at 
bis age, reading for example, 
but he has trouble with 
fine motor skills and hasn’t 


the time. My son is perfectly 
happy most of the day, not any 
different from a non-autistic 
child,” says Dr. Nappo. 

“I think another one is that 
there’s some sort of relationship 
between autistic behavior and 
intelligence, which there isn't. 
That's so far from die truth, 
and I'm surprised more people 
don't realize that. My son is very 
smart. He does a lot of Tilings 
that are advanced lor his age. 
The thing for my son, and for 
a lot of odier autistic children, 
is that their skills are really 
concentrated in some areas, and 
they need to work on skills in 
other areas. And those skills in 
other areas can be the s kills that 
parents take for granted, like 
zipping up hi:- jacket, putting on 
his shoes, those sorts of things. 
But that lias to do with motor 


skills. It has nothing whatsoever 
to do with intelligence.” 

A lot of what goes into 
raising a child with, autism 
is about having the right 
attitude. 

“When people have a child, 
they don’t think their child is 
going to be autistic. But when 
your child is autistic, it’s not 
the horrific tragedy that people 
think it is. 1 know when he 
[Adrian] got the diagnosis, 
when we took him to Vanderbilt 
and they told us, the child 
psychologist and therapist were 
almost waiting, looking at me 
and ivai ting for me to break up, 
and I didn't. I kind of suspected 
that that was what they were 
going to tell me,and my attitude 
has always been, Alright. Let’s 
fix it,"" says Dr. Nappo. 

“Maybe that’s riot entirely 
realistic, but I know of people 
in Memphis who have autistic 
children. I know of people who 
work with autistic children, and 
there's a lot of autistic children 
who go on. They live on their 
own. They have jobs. They have 
productive lives. They have lots 
of friends. So it’s not the earth- 
shattering tragedy in a lot of 
cases that people think it is. 
They’re not distressed. The best 
way 1 can characterize autism 
from a parent’s perspective is 
that things you take for granted 
don't always happen. And so, you 
have to work to get those thiugs 
to happen, acid if"you've got the 
sort of attitude of'Let’s do this. 
Let's get down to business,’ that 
it’s workable.” 

With the help of different 
therapies and reinforcement, 
Adrian 3ias vastly improved 
in many different areas. 
His receptive language has 
gotten better. His expressive 
language is also improving, 
as he voluntarily comes out, 
talks and asks for things. As 
for his father, Dr. Nappo is 
hopeful that his son will one 
day be mainstreamed, go 
to school and be like other 
kids his age. The main thing 
Adrian's family cares about is, 
of course, his happiness. 

“My son is happy,” Dr. Nappo 
says. “In the final analysis, 
that’s the most important 
thing for anyone’s child.” 



developed expressive and 
receptive language skills. 

Adrian can’t always express to 
his father; Dr. Daniel Nappo, 
Professor of Spanish at UTM, 
or his stepmother; Dr. Chars 
Van Horn, Assistant Professor 
of Communications at UTM, 
what he wants or needs. When 
be can't tell his parents what be 
wants or needs, lie can get very 
emotional. 

Sometimes, he can get really 
sad. Some times, he can get really 
angry. And dial takes a toll on 
both Adrian and his parents. 

“When Adrian is having a 
bad day, it can ruh off on his dad 
and me,” says Dt Van Horn. “It 
can make things very stressful. 
That’s not to say that it’s not 
mure stressful to him, because 
I’m sure it is. But it kind of 
creates a web of stress, because 
his inability to express his wants 
and needs kind of translates into 
our not being able to meet those 
wants and needs, and it creates 
a lot of stress. It can be very 
difficult. The biggest challenge 
is that he can't express these 
things.” 

“1 think the biggest challenge 
would probably be to provide 
him with consistently beneficial 
activities,” says Dr. Nappo. “My 
son really isn’t that different 
from a lot of other kids, but I 
think a lot of the things that 
parents of non-autistic children 
take for granted, we don't have 
with Adrian. You almost liave to 
go look for him. If you present 
him with something to do that 
you think he’ll find interesting, 
lie may not. And so, it’s almost 
a waiting game to see what he 
gets involved in, and then you 
go find him and do that with 
him. You lei him take the lead 


more than you would with a 
non-autistic child. Sometimes, 
you get him a book so he can 
work on his colors, numbers 
or words, and he's not really 
interested. But you just have to 
keep introducing it to him, and 
eventually he does get involved 
and participate." 

Not cully do day-to-day 
activities cause stress and 
anxiety for his parents,hut also 
affording proper treatment 
for Adrian is a problem. 

Tennessee is one ofeight states 
that do not require insurance 
companies to cover ABA 
therapy, or applied behavioral 
analysis. ABA therapy is proven 
to help autistic children with 
tasks that deal with die fine 
motor skills, among other 
tilings, and helps the children to 
function better during day- to- 
dai activities. The therapy is also 
devas catingly expensive. 

In Martin, where things are 
more affordable, ABA therapy 
costs ISO - 85 per hour. It is 
usually recommended that 
autistic cliildren receive at least 
20 hours of ABA therapy per 
week. 

“We know the therapy 
works because we’ve seen great 
improvements, even in the few 
hours lie gets in Mempliis per 
week,” Dr. Van Horn says. “It's 
a huge problem in Tennessee, 
because the families aren’t 
getting the help that they need, 
just by having something as 
simple as insurance coverage for 
a recommended therapy.” 

Autism is not a small issue 
either. 

According to the CDC, 
autism affects 1 in children. 
More than 3.5 million 
Americans live with an autism 


spectrum disorder. Autism 
services, such as ABA dierapy, 
cost U.S. citizens 1236 - 262 
billion a year. 

In Tennessee, legislation 
for autism insurance reform 
lias come up in die past, but 
has ultimately been defeated, 
which also causes more stress 
on families who have autistic 
children. 

“It's unfathomable to me that 
the legislature that claims to 
operate in the best interest of 
Tennesseans is leaving the most 
vulnerable of Tennesseans out 
of that,” Dr. Van Horn says. T 
think that’s what really irks me 
the most; the fact that autistic 
children are more likely to be 
bullied, sexually abused, abused 
in general tlian just about any 
demographic out there, and we 
liave a therapy dial we know 
works, and it isn’t covered by 
insurance. And the legislature 
won't enact legislation. To me, 
that's abuse.” 

With all the struggles that 
come with taking care of a child 
with autism, diere is one feeling 
that cite family struggles with 
more than any other: isolation. 

“Not only are you as a family 
isolated, but that child is 
isolated," says Dr. Van Horn. 
“Hie likelihood that Adrian is 
ever going to be able to play on 
a baseball leant or do things that 
normal kids do without causing 
disgrunde ment among others 
because he's doing something 
that is 'weird,' or because he has 
to have his routine, is minimal. “ 

Although there can be 
struggles, life is far from 
dismal for Adrian. 

“I think a really big one 
[misconception] is that they 
[autistic children] are sad all 


Adrian Mappo enjoys spending quality time with his family. | Photo Credits/ Dr. 
Daniel Nappo 
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New SGA president prepared 


Tamara Beard_ 

Sfoff Witter 

The student body 1:2 si 
its votes in the Student 
Governmem Association 
election on Tuesday, April 
5, and the results are in. The 
SGA president for the 2016- 
2017 academic year is the 
Tri-Star Party's Josh Dilcz. 

Diltz came to UTM 
in the Fall of 2013 from 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
He chose to come to UTM 
after visiting because of tire 
school’s cross country team. 
This was the first college 
that he visited and he loved 
it so much that lie did not 
visit aiiv other university. 
He is majoring in Cellular 
Molecular Biology and has a 
double minor in Chemistry 
and English. 

Shortly after scarring his 
freshman year, Dilcz became 
involved in SGA. During his 
freshman year, he was the 
vice president of Freshman 
Council. He was the SGA 
Student Affairs Committee 
chair during his sophomore 
year. This pa sc academic year, 
2015-2016, he has been the 
SGA vice president. 

"I got involved more than 
anything because I wanted 
co make this my new home 
and get involved, and in 
being involved, give back to 
che community," said Dili-/. 
"SGA has definitely given me 
chic opportunity." 

Since his freshman year, he 
has become involved in much 
more than just SGA. During 



his freshman and sophomore 
years, he was a runner on che 
UTM Cross Country team. 

He has also become heavily 
involved in several fraternities 
and honor societies, 
including Sigma Phi Epsilon, 
Mu Epsilon Delta, Phi Em 
Sigma, and Phi Kappa Phi. 
He is currently serving 
as the vice president of 
TriBeta, a national biological 
honor society and co-ed 
fraternity. Additionally, he 
is a University Scholar and a 
Pre-Med Scholar. He is also 
the recruitment director of 
St. Jude’s Up 'Til Dawn event 
on campus. 

“Josh’s biggest impact on 
ch is campus is definitely his 
involve me nt,” said Marabeih 
Kennedy, a fellow student 
and SGA member. "He has 
an outgoing and welcoming 
personality that makes him 
work well with all students, 
and in every organization lie 
is involved in* 

As president, Dilcz hopes 



co utilize that personality to 
carry out several goals and 
objectives for his term as 
president. His main objective 
is to investigate any concerns 
that come through the SGA 
office, in person or via social 
media, as immediately and 
effeetively as possible. He 
intends to work closely with 
the administration, especially 
interim chancellor Bob 
Smith as he finishes his term, 
to find a new chancellor 
that will meet the needs and 
expectations of the student 
body. During his term, 
Diltz will be taking a closer 
look at student fees and the 
necessity that is associated 
with them. He wants to help 
che university have a greater 
voice in the UT system, and 
the collective voice of UTM 
students to be heard by the 
chancellor, board of trustees, 
and entire UT system. 

“Most importantly, I want 
to Itold ourselves accountable 
to ensure that students have 



the best experience they 
possibly can, and they don't 
feel like college is just a 
money vacuum," says Diltz. 

While Diltz is excited to 
fill his role as president of 
SGA for his final year at 
UTM, he does not intend to 
go into politics after college. 
His plan is to go to medical 
school acid then become a 
physician. Becoming a doctor 
is a high goal to achieve, 
but Diltz certainly doesn't 
lack the determination or 
the inspiration to do so. 
His biggest inspirations are 
his parents and Dr. Kevin 
Pit 2 , an associate professor 
of biology on campus. He 
also draws inspiration from 
some of his favorite things, 
including Life of Pi by Vann 
Martel and 00 e of his favorite 
quotes by legendary runner 
Steve Prefontaine: “To give 
anything less than your best 
is to sacrifice the gift." 

According to several friends 
and fellow classmates, Diltz 


From left, President Josh Diltz, Vice President Ryan Leatherbarrow and Secretary 
General Marabeth Kennedy took forward to leading the 65th General Assembly 
at UTM, | Photos courtesy of SGA and Pacebook 
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to lead 

always see cits to be giving his 
very best, both in and out of 
the classroom. 

“I would say one word that 
describes him is dedicated," 
said John Domanski, 
fraternity brother and close 
friend. "Whether it's his 
studies or a commitment he 
made he is always dedicated 
to getting it done.” 

Another area of life 
that Diltz. is dedicated 
to is citizenship and the 
responsibilities that come 
with being a U.S. citizen, 
including the responsibility 
to vote for president. With 
the 2016 presidential election 
quickly approaching, Diltz 
urges everyone to vote even 
if they don't particularly like 
any of the candidates. 

“The candidates that 
I would have seriously 
considered [voting for] have 
since dropped out or have no 
chance at the nomination," 
said Diltz. "However, it’s 
obviously vital that we 
exercise that right, [even] 
if it comes down to voicing 
your opinion for someone 
you disagree with over 
someone you disagree with 
even more." 

While Diltz may not be 
sure who the future president 
of America will be or what 
will be in store for the 
country as a result, he cannot 
wait to take his place as SGA 
president and uphold the Tri- 
Star party's motto: "Unified, 
Transparent, and Motivated 
in our efforts to work for 
and with our students and 
university." 


SGA vice president focused on helping students 


Tamara Beard_ 

Sfaff Writer 

When asked who their biggest 
inspiration is, most people 
respond with answers like their 
parents, professors, church 
leaders, or personal mentors, 
but the newest Vice President 
of UTM's Student Government 
Association lias quite a different 
response. Ryan Leatherbarrow 
says that his biggest inspiration 
in life is Katy Perry. 

“She was dropped by three 
different record labels and was 
told she would never make it 
in music, and she is now one of 
die highest grossing musicians" 
said Leatherbarrow. 

SGA elections were held 
on Tuesday, April 5. Tie 
student body's votes decided 
who would be in the SGA 
Executive Council for the 
2016-2017 academic year. Tie 
results came out later that day 
and announced Josh Diltz a* 
president, Ryan Leatherbarrow 
as vice president, arid Marabeih 
Kennedy as secretary general. 

Leatherbarrow is. in his junior 
year as a management major 
and criminal justice minor. He 
is working toward* a criminal 


justice minor because he is 
very interested in the law 
enforcement held. However, 
he believes that a management 
degree is more advantageous 
in the career path he wishes to 
pursue. He is not entirely sure 
which specific career he wants 
to pursue, but is considering 
going into die hospitality side 
of the restaurant industry. 

He was born in Essex, 
England, but moved to Smyrna, 
Tennessee, when he was seven 
years old. He continued to live 
in Smyrna until he came to 
UTM 'in the fall of 2013. He 
decided to become a student 
at UTM because its criminal 
justice program was ranked the 
best in the state of Tennessee. 
Tiis was particularly important 
to him at the time because he 
initially came to the university 
as a criminal justice major. 

“When I came here for SOAR, 
the moment I stepped on 
campus, I fell in love and knew 1 
was home," said Leatherbarrow. 

After falling in love with the 
campus in general, he quickly 
Sell in love with SGA. He 
first gpi involved with SGA 
through Freshman Council, 
which he joined in the hope of 


making a positive impact on 
campus. Shortly alter becoming 
an active member of SGA, 
Leatherbarrow says be felt as 
though he had found his college 
niche. 

He continued to be an active 
member of SGA, and served as 
the executive assistant to the 
secretary general for a large 
portion of the Fall semester 
of his freshmen year. Tie 
remainder of that semester was 
spent as the interim secretary 
general. From the following 
Spring semester until the end 
of this semester, he has served 
as the chief of staff. Nuw, for 
his final year at UTM, he will 
be able to remain a vital part of 
SGA as the vice president. 

“Ryan will make a great V.F. 
because he is passionate about 
SGA, UT Martin, and most of 
all its students," said Kennedy, 
the upcoming secretary 
general and a close friend of 
Leatherbarrow. 

In addition to his participation 
in SGA, he has been involved in 
several other areas of campus. 
He has previously served as 
the president of the Criminal 
Justice Society. Presently, he 
is a very active member of the 


Undergraduate Alumni Council, 
a delegate in the Tennessee 
Intercollegiate State Legislature 
(TISL), and a member of the 
state BAR association forUSL. 

Although much of his 
involvement on campus is 
related to government or 
politics, he does not necessarily 
intend to pursue any post- 
collegiate endeavors in tire 
political world. However, he is 
not ruling out the possibility 
ol participating in local 
government later on in life. 

As for right now, he is more 
concerned with the position 
that he has just been given by 
the student body: 

“I just want students to 
know that l ran for this 
position because 1 have a 
passion for UTM and I want 
to be a voice for all students 
because every student's voice 
deserves to be heard." said 
Leatherbarrow. "In the past, 
a lot of people have had 
negative connotation with 
SGA, and that is something I 
want to change.” 

His plans as vice president 
include addressing every 
reported student concern, 
making SGA a more useful and 


reliable resource for students, 
and investigating unnecessary 
withdrawal acid departmental 
fees. 

“In one word, Ryan is 
diligent," says Logan Hunt, 
Leatherbarrow's first college 
friend. " In everything that lie 
is involved in, he puts all of his 
hard work aod passion into it 
because he has a genuine care 
and passion tor the things he 
partidpates in." 

M any have agreed with H unt's 
description of Leatherbarrow 
and Kennedy’s input of him 
heiug “enthusiastic." Much of 
his motivation to work so bard 
and passionately in SGA comes 
from the faculty advisors, says 
Leatherbarrow. Tiese advisor*. 
Dr. Margaret Toston and John 
Abel, have always brought 
energy to SGA with their 
passion to continuously better 
the university. 

Leatherbarrow also stays 
motivated by living by two 
quotes. The first, of course 
by Katy Perry, is “if you 
can believe in something 
great, then you can achieve 
something great.” The 
second? “Every day is a great 
day to be a Skyhawk.” 
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Outgoing SGA president reflects on term 


Holly Seng 

Gues/ Writer 

On Thursday night April 
14, Richntl Walters gave 
her last executive repori to 
die 64th General Assembly 
of the Student Government 
Association. 

During liter address. Welters 
congratulated the students 
and faculty in die chamber for 
their roles in making the 64th 
Assembly a success. As Wo hers 
walked out of the legislative 
chamber, she left knowing that 
the members of SGA had, 
“gained something from the 
experience and were able to give 
something back. 17 

Walters, a senior from 
Cialleoka, Tennessee, first 
got involved with SGA as a 
freshman. 

“I applied to freshmen council. 
I had heard about it at welcome 
weekend and I thong] it that it 
would be a good opportunity 
to meet people outside of my 
major," said Wolters. 

During her time in SGA she 
was voted as Freshman Council 
President, became a Senator 
for the College of Agriculture 
and Applied Sciences and was 
dien appointed to Procedures 
Committee Chair which 
prepared her for Iter term as 
SGA President. Wolters defined 
SGA as a, “unique oudet to find 



Outgoing SGA President Rachel Walters (right) participates in the annual senior 
walk. [ Pacer Photo/ Jmfin Glover 


a need, find a solution and see 
that it was implemented." 

During her year as 
president, Wolters has had the 
opportunity to serve on the 
UT Board of Governors which 
allowed her insight into lite 
lor alumni arid gave her the 


chance to give current students 
a voice. Networking with other 
SGAs across die state gave 
her the opportunity to make 
connections with other students 
involved in making a difference 
on their campuses. 

However, serving as president 


also gave her a chance to learn 
about her leadership style. 

“1 would describe my 
leadership as one that empowers 
people," said Wolters, “1 want 
to he a leader who is kind and 
caring to 
everyone in the chamber to 


people. I wanted 


know dial diey were valuable." 

Wolters contributes most 
of the success this year to her 
legislative council, faculty 
advisors and the students 
involved in SGA. “One of the 
most significant things we did 
was working through the tuition 
model," said Wolters. SGA 
supported tire Chancellor with 
die legislation entitled “Soar in 
Four” only alter holding forums 
to get students voices, meetings 
to hear and understand the 
legislation and an understanding 
that SGA will be proactive in. 
seeing its implementation. 

As Wolters prepares to 
graduate in May she plans 
to attend the University of 
Tennessee College of Veterinary 
Medicine to receive a died 
degree in Veterinary Medicine 
and a PhD in a research field. 
Acknowledging her successor. 
Josh Diltz, is very prepared 
to assume the role of SGA 
President, she offers him the 
advice, “in. order to be effective 
we have to keep our priorities 
straight and remember why we 
are there: to listen to the students 
and do what they need." For 
students who consider running 
for SGA President in the 
future Wolters said, “Never be 
discouraged nr intimidated by 
how otTicial it may seem, at the 
heart of SGA is doing things to 
better our campus." 


UTM professor grabs life by the horns 


Krista Shaw_ 

Guest Writer 

Like many people, Di. Trisha 
Capansky likes to start her day 
by biking. Unlike many people, 
her day starts at 1a.m. 

Every day, Capansky is on 
the road by 2 a_m. for a 27 
mile, two-hour roundtrip to 
Fulton, Kentucky and back on. 
her Trek 5.2 bicycle. She lias 
enjoyed cycling since she was in 
kindergarten. Growing up on a 
horse farm, she was raised with 
a never give up attitude, which 
she still lives by today. “Today, I 
tend to handle cycling - and life 
for that matter - the same way 
that I was brought up: you fall 
off; you assess the damage, you 
get back in the saddle. This is 
die same philosophy that I try 
to instil] in my students. To me, 
cycling is a metaphor for life. 
Never let a spill keep you down,” 
she said. 

Today, Capansky cycles in the 


early morning. “It's a pleasant, 
beautiful ride. I own the road 
at dial hour of the night,” she 
says. Cyclists reflect that a good 
ride lets them be alone with 
themselves acid collect their 
thoughts. Of course, sometimes 
it can get a little too serene. 

“One time, a couple of years 
ago, I wasn't paying attention 
while 1 was riding, and I hit 
roadkill. And I didn’t just hit the 
roadkill, I fell on it. That was one 
of my worst experiences cycling, 
probably. IPs made me pay more 
attention now," Capansky says. 

Once Capansky returns to 
Martin,she freshens up for her 6 
a.m.office hours before teaching 
her 7 a. cm class full class, a 
surprise to many. It’s important 
to make the transition to an early 
riser for future jobs that start at 
£ a.m.j so she feds that offering 
the early hours and class helps 
students make tint transition. 
And she always makes sure she 
models the discipline she hopes 
to see in her students. 


“I try to ride in all weather 
conditions with the exception 
being when the temperature hits 
below 7 degrees. Seven degrees 
is an arbitrary number (has no 
special significance) except that 
one morning a few years ago 1 
woke to prepare for a ride but 
then decided "no, today it's ton 
cold." In reality I think I was 
just being lazy. To assure that I 
didn't allow mvself to continue 
down the path of laziness - 
making excuses lor not riding 
in the future - I set 7 degrees as 
the cut off temperature. In other 
words, if it's 8 degrees, you ride," 
Capansky said. 

Weather isn't the only thing 
that Capansky doesn't let hold 
her back. Between fractured 
elbows and large bruises, she's 
certainly learned how to take 
spills in her everyday life. In 
dealing with a fractured elbow, 
she discovered it was easier to 
write by pulling her hand rather 
than pushing, so she learned 
how to write backward. Now, 


her personal writing looks as 
il [he reader were looking in a 
mirror. Riding for so long has 
definitely left her with some 
interesting stories. 

Capansky once decided to ride 
her bike along a narrow path. 
Unable to go fast enough, the 



living room, popping out the 
window screen and finding 
herself on someone's couch. 

Tire longest she’s ever ridden 
is 121 miles. Shortly alter she 
moved here, she decided to do 
a roundtrip to Paducah. She's 
also been to Jackson and back a 
few times. “I don't do that kind 
of stuff anymore, but I can do an 
easy 50,”she said. 

Capansky also makes a point 
to ride in every section of the 
town she’s in, no matter the 
economic status. She enjoys 
meeting die community that 
way. Unlike when you're driving, 
the 

She’s looking into buying 
a Bike Friday - a collapsible 


model - for her milestone 6Li¬ 
ve ax birthday about ten years 
down the road. It’s in the 
double-digits price-wise, and 
that will be the last bike she 
buys. Hopefully, for her Swan 
Song ride, she wants to do a 
Trans-Am ride. It will be her 
last big trip, so she’s going for 
the big one. 

Starting on one coast of the 
United States by dipping your 
bike tire into the ocean, live e rip 
spans the entire country untd 
the cyclist dips the tire in the 
ocean on the opposite side. 

In the meantime, she’s 
planning a trip to Bordeaux, 
France, for a cycling trip 
through wine country - a good 
balance between her love for 
cycling and her guilty pleasures, 
wine ar id beer. 

Capansky likes to end her 
Friday’s by getting a drink with 
her colleagues, but she always 
makes sure she’s home in time 
to be in bed by 6 p.m. so she can 
hike in the morning. 


thepacer would like to wish you a Happy Finals Week... 

And may the curve be ever in your favor. 
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A lifelong journey in academic achievement 


Kristina Shaw 

Assistant A&E Editor 

While many college students 
try to go through school without 
pulling out ill of their hair to 
earn one degree. University of 
Tennessee at Martin professor 
of English, Dr. Daniel Pigg, will 
be awarded his eighth degree 
on May 6 from Sewanee, the 
University of the South. 

This master's in Sacred 
Theology will join his other 
academic achievements which 
include a B.A. in English from 
Lipscomb University; an MA. 
and Ph.D. in English from 
the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville (1989); a MA. in 
Medieval Studies from the 
University of York, England; 
M, Ed. in Curriculum and 
Instruction from Middle 
Tennessee State University; 
M.A.R. in Hebrew Bible 
and Post-Modern Theology 
from Memphis Theological 
Seminary; and an Ed.D. in 
Curriculum Theory From the 
University ui Memphis (2010). 

His attendance at the 
University of York came 
about after he was awarded 
the Fulbright Grant in 1986. 
He spent a year in England 
studying medieval drama, art 
history, medieval Latin and 
paleography. 

“Part of it has to do with 
an aspect of human interest. 
I always envisioned in some 
ways that I would be teaching 
at some point in more than 
one academic area,” said Pigg 
of pursuing multiple graduate 
degrees. 

Marty were earned through 
courses taken over the summer, 
but in some instances during the 
school year while teaching. 

“It s a matter of just working 
out your time schedule,” said the 
professor. 

Pigg has been at UTM 
since 1989 and as a result of 
his academics, instructs many 
different classes that are on 



rotation. These include English 
composition, British literature, 
history of the English language, 
religious studies and courses 
about secondary education. 

“1 would not like to teach 
the same course, semester alter 
semester," said Pigg. “In lact, 
I typically haven't and that has 
been quite a blessing, not to do 
the same thing over and over 
again but to vary it a bit." 

He became interested in 
secondary education after 
teaching dual English for 10 
years at a local Martin school 


and in Lake County through a 
distance learning program. 

“The more l enjoyed teaching 
those students, the more 1 
became interested in the 
secondary world, recognizing 
that the challenges that we 
face now in higher education 
are often as a result of the 
disconnect between the K.-12 
world and the higher education 
world,” Pigg said. 

As a result, he went through 
the undergraduate certification 
program at UTM in 1999 and 
student taught. With this in 


mind, he planned take a vear 
or two leave of absence in teach 
in the public schnol system, 
and them were offers as near 
as Union City and as far away 
as Henderson, North Carolina. 
However, these plans clianged 
after another colleague left the 
university. 

In 2000, he decided to take a 
four weekei id course at JVI emphis 
and became interested in more 
classes, ultimately leading to his 
Ed.D. in Curriculum. 

"1 thought it was important 
for me as a college professor 
to learn something about the 
world of K-12 education, how 
students are prepared, what 
kinds of expectations and 
differences between the world 
of public education, K-12, and 
the college world," said the 
professor. 

In this and other ways. Dr. 
Pigg believes that he has served 
a departmental need. 

For example, he has taken 
a role in the History and 
Philosophy Department by 
teaching Religious Studies. 

In his 20 s, he always planned 


to get his Ph.D. in tire Hebrew 
Bible. However, because a job 
in English seemed more likely 
to him at the time, he got his 
English Ph.D. 

“I really did not think I would 
get a job teaching religious 
studies, so English was the best 
option in the 1980s," said Pigg- 

After ear i Ling his MA.R. 
in Hebrew Bible arid Pbst- 
Modem Theology fro in 

Memphis Theological Se minary, 
he decided that he wanted to go 
further in these studies and went 
through Sewanee's program. 

Time doing additional 
graduate work at the Philips 
Theological Seminary and 
completed religious studies 
course at General Theological 
Seminary in New York City and 
the Pacific School of Religion in 
Berkeley, California, made Pigg 
more than qualified for the task 
when a non-clergy person was 
needed to teach students about 
religion at UTM. 

Tliese qualifications have 
established a unique character 
for hint in the classroom arid 
out, with faculty and students 


alike. 

Anna Clark, instructor of 
English arid Modern Foreign 
Language, has turned to Pigg 
when interpreting difficult texts 
and remembered meeting him 
during tiie interview process. 

“I " thought 'What a 
wonderfully educated and 
well traveled man,' and then I 
thought, L I certainly hope lie 
likes us and I certainly hope UT 
Mar tin will become his home,' 
said Clark, who regards him as 
“one of the best teachers at this 
university.” 

"“He's very soft spoken and 
that can be appreciated. He’s 
very knowledgeable, hut lie’s 
also really humble with what 
he knows,” said Spencer Atkins, 
senior English major who 
lias liad four courses with the 
professor. 

This student admiration 
has also lead to a collection 
of a wide variety of pigs, from 
stuffed animals to ceramic piggy 
banks, and creative signs on liis 
office door. 

His achievements have also 
been noticed outside of the 
school. For example, in 2006 
he received the UT National 
Alumni Outstanding Teaching 
award. 

"That was a really nice award. 
I was very humbled by it,” said 

Pi SS 

Outside of the classroom, 
he spends Jus time traveling, 
attending theatrical productions 
and musical events and reads. 
Some of his favorite works 
include Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales, Beowulf, some 
Shakespeare’s works. 

He also serves a* a consultant 
for several publications, 
including the University of 
South Carolina Aiken Oswald 
Review, which publishes 
English undergraduate research. 

"Being at UTM has been a 
great experience. It has allowed 
me to do some things that 
would be helpful to UTM and 
it’s allowed me to pursue things 
that interest me,” said Pigg- 


UTM student faces challenges with grace 


Reid Whaley 

Guest Writer 

Ashley Jackson is an 
inspiration. 

At least that is what her 
classmates sav about her. She 
would probably not refer to 
herself in such a Battering way. 
The UTM ChJd and Family 
Studies major likes to express 
herself with her art even 
though she is blind and hearing 
impaired. 

Her blindness does not keep 
her from attending class every 
day like tlie other students. 
Neither does her hearing 
impairment. However, her 
unique situation does make 
going to class harder than it is 
for most ot her peers. Despite 
all her struggles, the friendly, 
talkative Ashe I y continues to 
do well in her classes, attend 


church regularly and pursue her 
passion for sculpting. 

Before her first birthday, 
Ashley was diagnosed with 
a cancerous disease called 
retinoblastoma, which could 
bate been fatal for her. At just 
nine months old, her eyes were 
removed so she could survive 
and have a chance to experience 
life. "Die radiation from 
chemotherapy that she endured 
caused numerous, severe ear 
infections. Her hearing began 
to fade away after doctors tried 
draining her ears and putting 
tubes isi them. After her first 
birthday, die hearing loss 
reached a seven: level. 

Obviously, she had to 
learn about the world a little 
differently from most American 
school children. She had to go 
to a special school for the blind. 

“When I first started the 


school for the blind, I bad a 
teacher who specializes in deaf- 
bltndness. She taught me sign 
language and how to speak. 
It took me two years to learn 
to communicate. I had speech 
therapy three to five times a 
week,” Ashley says. 

Still, communicating was 
a challenge. She remembers 
wearing hearing aids from the 
time that she was five or six 
years old, noting that they did 
not always help. People often 
bad to speak into a microphone 
so she could hear them. Even 
with that microphone she had 
a lot of trouble understanding 
their words. 

At the age of seven she found 
a new way of communicating 
with the world; sculpting. 

She started off by amply 
playing with Play-Dob like 
many children do. Then she 


realized that she could dc much 
more than just have fun with the 
clay. 

“1 felt like I was telling a story 
through my artwork. 1 didn’t 
realize chat until I entered 
middle school. I communicate 
to the world with my sculptures 
and I like people to create 
stories through their minds 
when they look at my work. I 
think it’s important to be able 
to express my emotions in a 
creative manner,” Ashley says. 

In 2012, at the age of 21. she 
endured a risky surgery to get 
cochlear implants. She calls it 
the most difficult obstacle of her 
life because if the surgery did 
not work she would lose what 
was left of her ability to hear at 
all.Tlie risk paid off "Die surgery 
was successful, aod now she can 
hear better than before. She is 
not afraid to meet new people. 


and she looks forward to making 
new friends in college. Even so, 
she still loves to let her art do 
the talking for her sometimes. 

Often, the sculptures tell a 
story. For example, one of her 
sculptures portrays a student 
learning how to read braille 
from a teacher. Another shows 
people sitting at a table who 
look like they might be enjoying 
a meal together. Some are self- 
portraits. 

“I loved and will always love 
to sculpt people in actions. They 
are representations of people 
in my life. I really like to use 
Polymer clay, aluminum foil 
and paint. I also like to use trays 
to work on my piece so that it 
would not stick to the table. I 
use other small tools to do the 
faces, .urns and legs and hair. " 
See Jackson, Page 12 
















April 28,2016 


thepacer 


Page 13 


Features 


Pacer adviser celebrates 20 years at UTM 



Current Pacer adviser Tomi Parrish, third from left, hams it up at a Moonlight 
Breakfast in the late 3 990s with three former Pacer advisers, From left, Dr, Jerald 
Ogg, provost and vice chancellor for Academic AFfairs; John Mathenia, a former 
faculty member in international Programs; and the late Dr, Richard Chesteen, 
professor of Political Science. Communications Department Chair Dr, Robert 
Nanney, not pictured, also was a Pacer adviser. | Pacer Fiie Photo 

do Li iit voll: hometown and that 


Kristina Shaw 

Assistant A & £ editor 

In what began as a yearlong 
teaching position at U TIM, To mi 
McCutchen Parrish apparently 
lias become the longest standing 
and only female adviser to the 
student-run newspaper. The 
Pacer, after 20 years. 

“It is a benchmark that I hope 
someone else will reach. I hope 
whoever is hired to replace me 
on down the line will reach 
those same benchmarks and 
care about it as much as I did. as 
I have,” Parrish said. 

Inside her office, paperwork 
mayhem provides a glimpse 
into her busy life as a teacher 
and the coordinator of the 
Office of Student Publications. 
Files cover her desk and a five 
shelf bookcase is stuffed with 
AP Srvlebooks, course manuals 
and books about people, such 
as journalist Nellie Bly. Her 
three degrees hang on the 
wall and keep the company 
of award plagues such as 
Coffey Outstanding Teacher, 
Outstanding Advisor, 2014 
Journalism Educator of the Year 
and more. 

She teaches news writing 
classes and copy editing at 
UTM. Copy editing, only 
taught in the spring, is her 
favorite and is reflective of her 
upbringing, 

A Martin native, Parrish was 
raised by teachers. Her parents, 
Tom McCutchen, a UTM 
geology professor of 36 years, 
and Gail Smith, a second-grade 
teacher for 27 years, met while 
attending Berea College in 
Kentucky. They were bodi what 
Parrish called “skilled in die 
language." 1 

T can't tell you the number 
of times we sat at dinner, 
around die kitchen table, and 
one of us would have to get an 
ei icyelopedia off the shelf and 
look something up. My brother 
and I grew up with this attitude 
that if we wanted to know 
something we had to figure out 
how to find out." 

As a student at UTM, she 
also served as a copy editor 
and Writer for The Pacer and 
graduated with a bachelor's 
degree in Communications in 
1983. Originally a music major, 
she came to her father's office in 


her sophomore year, uncertain 
of her choice and declaring that 
she was only good at two things: 
band and spelling. 

Her father had previously 
made the acquaintance of then- 
journalism teacher, John Waller, 
and convinced her to talk to die 
Commtin icatioos Departmei u. 

A year later. Waller pulled her 
aside after copy editing class 
one day and told her that her 
“writing was OK, but her copy 
editing was impeccable.' 1 

“Thai's tire word he used and 
that still gives me gjoosebuoips 
to this day, just remembering 
that be said that," Parrish said. 

Certain of her future as a copy¬ 
editor, she finished her degree 
and went to graduate school 
at the University of Alabama 
in Tuscaloosa, where she was a 
teaching assistant to help pay 
the bills. 

“If those two things hadn’t 
happened, I don’t know that J 
would be where I am right now,” 
she said of her conversation with 
Waller and teaching assistant 
position at UA. 

After finishing the course work 
for her master’s degree, she 
went to work in January 196-fa 
at the copy editing desk of the 
Birmingham Post-Herald tor 9 
1/2 years and loved it. 


A few tears after she had her 
son, Jesse, she left the Post- 
Herald for a daytime position 
at the Decatur Daily in Decatur, 
Alabama, until she got a UTM 
Communications Department 
newsletter and saw the open 
journalism teacher position. 

Thinking that she was a long 
shot for the position without 
her Ph.D., she submitted an 
application and was called by 
faculty^ member, Dr. Robert 
Nanney, after the search 
unsuccessfully concluded. 

During her tame between 
ear:king her B.S. and going 
to graduate school, she took 
pictures and wrote features for 
Nanney at the Weakley County 
Press. 

“One day this energetic, 
bright-eyed young lady with a 
big smile came in the front door 
and asked if she could write 
some features for me. ... She 
wrote a few stories for me that 
summer, and I was pleased with 
her work," Nanney said. 

“... It meant a lot that I’d 
known Tomi for about IQ years. 
I knew firsthand her talent acid 
experience as a journalist and 
her quality as a person.” 

Though excited to return to 
Martin, she was also nervous. 

“If you fail, you don't warn to 


was also my number one fear 
when I came back here to teach 
because I was a middle aged and 
very burned out copy editor and 
I was terrified, “ Parrish said. U 1 
was 36 years old. starting a new 
career, [and] a single mother. 
Jesse"s father and I were divorced 
and Jesse was 4, just turning 5.1 
just thought, T don’t want to go 
home and fail.’ ” 

She spent her first six years at 
LITM on year-to-year renewable 
contracts before becoming a 
tenured staff member. 

In 1996,upon arrival at UTM, 
she became adviser to The Pacer 
and lias seen the newspaper 
accomplish many tilings arid 
win national recognition. 

“We've certainly branched 
out into a lot of different 
things. We've won some 
great awards [and] we've not 
placed at times when I really 
thought we should've,” said the 
news writing teacher. “We've 
produced a Lot of students, 
who if nothing else, even if 
they didn't go to work in mass 
media, or in die news media, at 
least I'm pretty confident that 
they understand exactly what it 
takes to be good writers, good 
editors, good photographers. 
I’m just confident that that 


experience has given them a 
solid foundation.” 

Her position as coordinator of 
Student Publications came little 
by little. In August 2000, she 
took over the yearbook position 
and in 2004, it was decided to 
put all publications under one 
office. She filled this role the 
next year. 

As coordinator, she oversees 
production of The Pacer, 
BeanSzuitch literary and visual 
arts magazine and die Taking 
Flight freshman magazine. 
She also organizes internships 
for public relations and media 
design majors. 

“bbe is someone who I know 
I can run to about whatever is 
going on in my bte. She's helped 
me so much from taking the 
right classes, [through] family 
or health issues, helping me find 
an internship and tliis semester 
especially, with all tlie class 
setbacks I've had,” said Charity 
Cuirv, a senior Media Design 
student. “She inspires me daily 
that no matter how many roles 
you have or how busy you m ight 
be you can always find time to 
3 luI p someone else.” 

A love of the outdoors fueled 
her to get her B.S. in geography 
from UTM in 2005. After 
taking a course in meteorology, 
she took classes in tourism, 
cartography and cultural 
geography. It became clear 
after hearing her mother and 
stepfather. Bob, talk about how a 
tour guide they met on a tour of 
the Canadian Rockies reminded 
them of her that she could tie 
her degrees together. In 2014, 
she took a park administration 
class and was certified as a NAI 
interpretive guide. 

TU never have the money to 

travel_1 want to go places, see 

things, do things,” Parrish said. 

In her spare time, she enjoys 
working on her property and 
reading Nora Roberts books. 

“I have my little country life 
nut in the woods with my herd 
of cats and dogs," she said. 

“Tomi is a beloved, important 
member ofour Comm unications 
Department family," Nanney. 
said. “... As to die Office of 
Student Publications, she 
created it and lias worked hard 
through the years to lielp coach 
and support student journalists.’' 


Jackson 

From Page 11 

“1 also use wires to support 
them,” she say's. 

Site believes that her seulpting 
is a lot like what God is doing 
in her life. After she graduates 
from UTM she wants to use her 
life experiences to help other 
people with disabilities like her. 
Specifically, she wants to work 
with families who have disabled 
children. She says that God is 
sculpting her into the person 
she needs to be. 

“I’ve always loved when diat 
one time, someone told me that 
God created us by sculpturing 


out our body and mind. He 
started out with a lump of cells 
and then had a magic way of 
stretching that lump of cells in 
to arms, legs, heads etc. As we 
grow old, we change shapes, o ur 
personality develops, we put on 
weight or we lose weight. Only- 
God knows how to shape our 
personalities, 1 can never come 
even close to it! 1 may be able 
to do something to portray body- 
language, but nothing compared 
to what our amazing God can 
do,” she says. 

In addition to working 
with disabled children and 
their families, she hopes to 
travel and give speeches about 
understanding people with 


disabilities. Ashley says disabled 
people need to be understood. 
She wants UTM students to 
understand her instead of being 
afraid to talk to her or interact 
with her. What she wants 
people to understand more than 
anything else is how to treat her 
and other people like her. 

“I want people to know 
that they should not let my 
disabilities define who 1 am. 
They should look past my 
disabilities and see the real me] 
I may say that I am a deaf-blind 
college student, but Lin not 
letting my deaf-blindness define 
me! I’m just a normal college 
girl who wishes school work is 
not so dam hard, especially tests 


and eats too much jellybeans, 
loves to sltep and everything 
a normal person would. I love 
when people approach me and 
say hi and some even make an 
effort to be my Friend. I want to 
make new friends even if I have 
some already,” Ashley says. 

Ashley is eager to sliare 
her story because she wants 
everyone to learn. If you see heT 
walking around campus, do not 
be afraid to introduce yourself 
and ask her about her artwork 
You might just make a new 
friend. 

“I like people to respect me 
and just act like I am 24 years 
old, or in other words, like the 
rest of you,” Ashley says. 
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Fine Arts custodian showcases work 


Kristina Shaw 

A&E Asshtofif Edrfo/ 

Oil April 26, the Fine Arts 
Department presented the 
works of David Klinkefus in 
the gallery titled, “Dance of a 
Medicated Rat." 

The exhibit consists of 12 
sculptures nude by Klinkefus 
and 16 charcoal drawings. 

Tre pieces are nostalgic , 
whimsical and lighthearted. 
They primarily depict men 
and women with large features 
engaging in actions of the 
past. For example, in “Reliving 
a Dream for a Quarter" a 
goofy character sits atop a 
children's airplane ride, that 
could be found outside of a 
grocery store, dressed like a 
pilort. In another piece, called 


'"Solitude, 7 ’ figures are lined up 
at a telephone booth. 

“A lot of people have not 
experienced the telephone 
booth,” said Klinkefus. “You 
saw these all over and when 
you made your phone call you 
went inside and closed tire 
door... It was a home away 
from home." 

Tire charcoal drawings., called 
gesture drawings, hang on the 
wall behind the sculptures and 
provide a glimpse into the 
creator’s mind as "the origin." 

“As at] artist, you always start 
out with a gesture drawing," 
said Klinkefus. “Gesture 
drawings are very quick, fluid 
drawings and you try to scope 
out what you want and it can 
be many before you center 
exactly on so that’s what I tried 
to show behind each piece." 


Hie creation process of each 
figure is typically a month. 
A wire frame is used as the 
sculpture’s center and foam 
core is glued to it. You then 
sand it down and put the paper 
clay over it. 

Paper clay is water based 
and one of the artist’s favorite 
mediums to work with. It 
requires no firing and can 
be modified and repaired 
throughout the project. 

Most material for his works 
are also recycled. For example, 
the wire core for several of 
his works are front haogars 
given to him by the music 
department. The coat worn 
by his character in “Reliving a 
Dream: for a Quarter”is leather 
and taken from a backpack 
aod the rocket is a discarded 
metal trashean. As part of the 


process, Klikefus also hand 
sews his characters’clothing. 

In the fall, he was asked to be 
a guest artist by Grace Eckert 
acid was thrilled. His pieces 
were created during 
This however, is not his first 
show in the Fine Arts Building 
gallery. As a student, he did a 
senior exhibit a vear and a half 
ago, A self described art lover, 
he lias a Fioe Arts degree from 
UT Martin in studio art. 

Klinkefus is also employed 
at UTM as the FAB custodian 


and enjoys being around like- 
minded people. 

“I love to see the artwork 
of the students here," said the 
alumni. “1 always look forward 
to their shows." 

He would eventually like to 
branch out and display and 
sell his work, specifically in the 


northern states. 

“I needed a body of work, 
a portfolio. Tliat s another 
reason that I did this," said 
Klinkefus. “I didn’t have one 
before. You’ve got to have a 
portfolio to sell yourself." 

“David is a unique artist,” 
said Douglas Cook, Chairman 
and professor of the Visual arid 
Theatre Arts department. “I 
don’t know of another artist I 
have ever seen, period, who has 
the kinds of works that David 
creates. They're fun, they’re 
whimsical, they’re satirical at 
the same time and in some 
ways dark." 

The gallery is open Tuesdays 
from 5-7 p.m., Wednesdays 
from 1-7 p.m., Thursdays- 
Saturdays from 4-S p.m. and 
Sundays from 1-5 p.m. 


Beyonce serves up ‘Lemonade’ 



Barriona Woods 

Arts <£ Entertainment Editor 

Beyonce has the internet 
buzzing after releasing her 
highly anticipated album, 
“Lemonade”, Saturday night. 
The visual album, consisting of 
12 new songs, was broadcasted 
for free on HBO and exclusively 
to those with Tidal. 

It took no time for fans to 
depict the meaning of die 
videos that showed another 
side of the pop icon. It was 
shocking to see Buvonce, who 
has mastered keeping her 
professional and personal life 
separate, hint to tans that Iter 
husband, rap- mogul Jay-Z, has 
cheated on her. 

Tie videos for the 12 tracks 
were combined in a hour 
long 'mini documentary' that 
showed Iter going through 
the psychological phases 
of the grieving process: 
intuition, denial, anger, apathy, 
accoui Liability, reform at ion, 


forgiveness, emptiness, and 
lastly redemption. 

However, the true feelings of 
the singer was revealed through 
her lyrics. Some of them being: 
Can’t you see there’s no other 


man above you/What a wicked 
way to treat the girl that loves 
you. (“Hold Up") and “This is 
your final warning / You know 
I give you life / If you try this 
sh*t again you go if lose yoin 


wife. (“Don't Hurt Yourself"). 

Another line, “He only want 
me when I’m not there / He 
better call Becky with the good 
hair (“Sorry"), has started many 
rumors about who the mystery 


mistress is or if there is indeed 
one. “There is no doubt he have 
probably cheated on her, but 
it’s Hollywood so of course it 
still screams publicity. 1 don’t 
think she used this video to get 
back at her husband or to say 
she was breaking up with him; 
it was a way for her to use her 
personal experiences and turn 
it into art,” says senior Health 
and Human performance 
major, Kyanna Blake more. 

In fact, sources have told E! 
Jay-Z supports his wife 100 
percent and heard the album 
before it’s release. They stated, 
“This is part of the process of 
being transparent. And they 
have healed. He has been verv 

•A 

humble about the experience. 
Beyonce is the love of his life 
and he will do what U takes.” 

The visual album is not one to 
be explained without following 
the entire segment from start to 
finish as she speaks as in artist 
and a woman. The album is 
now available to buy on iTunes 
for £17.99. 


Great lineup in store for summer movies 


Kristina Shaw 

A&E Assistant Edr/Ctf 

If the sun is ever too sweltering 
this summer, go inside jour 
local cinema and check out the 
latest movies to hit the screen 
over break. 

Captain America: Civil War 
kicks off summer vacation 
on May 6. The third film 
in a successful movie 
enterprise, this Marvel 
Comic story finds the super 
heroes divided due to the 
Superhero Registration 
Act, Implemented after 
an Avenger's mission goes 
terribly wrong, the act 
requires the heroes to register 
with the government and 
the formation of different 
opinions ultimately causes ill 
will among friends. Fans can 
expect to see new additions, 


Spiderman and the Black 
Panther. 

Yet another movie packed 
with super-characters is 
Suicide Squad. Set to release 
on August 8, Suicide Squad 
centers around super villains 
hired by a government agency 
to carry out dangerous tasks 
in exchange for shortened 
jail sentences. The team is 
assembled by Amanda Waller 
(Viola Davis) and consists 
of the likes of bad-guys 
E n ch ant res s, H ar ley Quinn, El 
Diablo, Rick Flagg and more. 
The DC Comic story includes 
jared Leto as the Joker and 
Ben Affleck as Batman. 

Other comic book 
twists include the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out 
of the Shadow's (June 3) and 
X-Men:Apoeaiypse (May 27). 

Also on the action end 


of the spectrum is the new 
Bourne movie, titled Jason 
Bourne. The spy returns to the 
screen on July 29 to look for 
more answers about his past. 
Civil War-era film. Free State 
oj Jones (June 24) starring 
Matthew McConaughey and 
Independence Day: Res urge me 
(June 24) add to the action 
films while .mother Star Trek 
Story, Star Trek Beyond, comes 
out July 22. 

A remake of Ghost has fees will 
also premiere July IS. Director 
Paul Feig presents a new spin 
on the movie with the help of 
Chris Hemsworth, Melissa 
McCarthy and original actors 
Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd and 
Ernie Hudson, to name a few. 

Speaking of remakes, Disney 
brings their Story, Petes Dragon, 
back to life on August 12. 
Originally filmed Lit 1977, the 


story follows 10 year old orphan, 
Rite, who lives io the woods 
with dragon Elliott. Robert 
Redford and Bryce Dallas star 
in this heartwarming story 
about a boy and his best friend. 

Disney will have several other 
summer releases, including 
the long awaited Finding Dory 
(Juoe 17), Alice Through the 
Looking Glass (May 27) and The 
BFG. In this movie directed 
by Steven Spielberg, a young 
girl named Sophie meets The 
Big Friendly Giaot. In spite of 
lus stature, lit turns out to be a 
compassionate being, though an 
outcast among Iris kind because 
he does not eat children. 

Another animated movie 
coming out this summer is 
11 Lui o mat ion E a ter turnnent r s 
The Secret Life of Pets. This 
film gives cute ideas as to how 
pets live: what they are really 


saying, doing, thinking acid 
why while following main 
character Max’s journey home 
with his disliked new brother. 

In comedy, Dwayne Johnson 
and Kevin Hart star together 
io Centra / Intelligence (JuilC 
17). When Johnson’s character, 
a CIA agent, comes to town 
for a high school reunion, he 
enlists the help a ntore than 
reluctant Calvin (Hart) to 
complete his mission. Film 
Florence Foster Jenkins is also 
sure to get a laugh. Released 
on August 12, it details tire life 
Florence Foster Jenkins (Men! 
Streep) who though cannot 
sing, dramatically dreams of 
performing in the opera. 

No matter your favorite 
movie genre, something up 
your alley will likely be waiting 
at the movie theater this 
summer on those sleepy days. 
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Sports 

UTM captures first-ever 
OVC Golf Championship 

Richardson earns medalist honors 


Sports Information 


History was made Wednesday 
afternoon as the University 
of Tennessee at Martin swept 
both the team and individual 
golf titles at the Ohio Valley 
Con fere nee C hampionships 
held at The Shoals Golf Course 
on the Robert Trent Jooes Trail 

The Sky hawks posted a final 
store of £79 (+15), which 
was one stroke better than 
second-place Morehead State. 
Sophomore Hunter Ricliardson 
captured medalist liooors with 
a 211 (-5) for die tournament 
knocking in the final putt 
from six feet out to clinch the 
championship. 

litis is something that I don't 
know that I dreamed would ever 
happen,” said head coach jerry 
Carpenter, who was named 
OVC Coach of the Year after 
die tournament. “It’s awfully 
special. This group of young men 
has a lot of heart. They don’t give 
up and they kept fighting. This 
is great for our program and not 
only for our kids, but for our 
former players and our boosters 
as well.” 

Just as they had done 
the entire tournament, the 
Skyhawks battled back from a 
slow start en route to clinching 
die program's first-ever OVC 
golf championship. Entering 
the day with a four-shot lead, 
UT Martin combined to shoot 


+17 through tile first six holes, 
falling down to fifth place in 
the team standings at that 
point. However, the bkyhawlcs 
bounced back and shot 1-under 
par from that point forward, 
piling Up 10 of their If birditS 
over the final 12 holes. Thai 
feat is even more impressive 
considering an 87-minute rain 
delay that halted play at die 
event from 3:22 to 4:50 pin. 

“We didn’t play die first nine 
boles very well and we were 
probably down eight or nine 
strokes," Carpenter said. “But 
we made the turn and played 
well oil the back side* just like 
we have all week. It came down 
to the last hole and the last putt 
and we made it.” 

Richardson became just the 
second UT Martin golfer to 
earn OVC medalist honors, 
joining former teammate 
Brendon Caballero (2015). 
The Skyhawks become the first 
program since Austin Peay 
in l9££-£9 to produce two 
different medalists in back- 
to-back years. The Clarksville, 
Tenn. native accounted for just 
one bogey on the day* producing 
14 pars and tliree birdies. The 
three birdies came in a stretch 
of four holes on the back-nine 
as lie took home the individual 
crown by tliree strokes over 
Eastern Kentucky’s Will Sallee. 

Ben Reeves was also clutch 
today* shooting a 71 (-1) with 


tliree hi rd ies. L ike the rest of the 
Skyhawks, he saved his best for 
last, as lie shot 3-under par on 
the final 14 holes of the day: The 
senior out of Knoxville* Tenn. 
finished the tournament in sixth 
place at 217 (+1). 

Austin SivafFord carded a 75 
(+3) in todays final round, as 
he registered 11 pars and tliree 
birdies in a span of 14 holes 
down die stretch. He concluded 
the tournament with a 223 (+7) 
for a 17th place finish. 

Gavin Shellnut and Tyler 
Guy each posted scores of 80 
(+8) today, both carding one 
birdit: apiece. Shellnut compiled 
a score of 229 (+13) for the 
tournament while Guy wrapped 
up his tournament with a 236 
(+20), 

Witli Wednesday’s victory, 
the Skyhawks earned the 
OVC’s automatic bid into the 
N CAA Championship. The 
2016 NCAA Regional will 
take place on May 16-IS and 
the field will be announced 
next Thursday* May 5. UT 
Martin will be sent to one 
of six sites: Tuscaloosa, Ala.: 
Manama, Aria.; Kohler, Wis.; 
Albuquerque* NM; Stillwater, 
Okla.; or Franklin, Tenn. The 
NCAA national championship 
will be held on May 27-June 1 
at the Eugene Country Club in 
Eugene* Ore. 


Skyhawk Tennis concludes season with 
4-1 loss to SIUE in OVC Tennis Final 


Sports Information 

Despite taking the opening 
point of the championship final* 
the University of Tennessee at 
Martin tennis team saw its re¬ 
markable 2016 season come to 
an end with a 4-1 loss to SIUE 
at die Ohio Valley Conference 
Tennis tournament at Centen¬ 
nial Sportsplex. 

“We had a great season and 
I know this team will grow 
from these cough moments " 
UT Martin head tennis coach 
Dermis Taylor said. "SIUE is a 
great team and I’m proud of the 
fight and determination that we 
showed despite the overall re¬ 
sult. This season we achieved 
much more than I would have 
thought for a team with three 
juniors and four underclass¬ 
men." 

The two teams opened the 
match in back-and-forth 
matches against in doubles. In 
die matches that saw all three 
battles tied at 5-5 at one point, 
the Skyhawks showed their 
doubles strength to win the 
opening point. After UT Mar- 
e iii duo of Burcu Tari and An¬ 


drea Flantada fell at 7-5 at No, 
3, UT Martin hauled back Af¬ 
ter falling behind by a 5-3 mar¬ 
gin, Sarah Candeloro and Asel 
jumamukhambetova stormed 
back for a 7-5 victory at No. 1 
doubles. 

The attention then turned to 
No. 2 doubles that featured the 
Skyhawks Hitonii Naito and 
jemima Potter against SIUE r s 
Sierra Halverson and Monique 
Krmak. Facing their first po¬ 
tential loss as a pair, the duo 
battled hack to force a decisive 
tiebreaker. UT Martin used the 
momentum and took the point 
with a 7-3 tiebreaker win to give 
the duo their eighth consecutive 
victory. 

Despite die opening point 
going the Skyhawks way* UT 
Martin was dealt a blow due to 
an injury that forced the Sky¬ 
hawks to shuffle dieir lineup. 
SIUE came out strong in sin¬ 
gles and bed die match score 
when Kruiak defeated Potter in 
straight sets at No. 4, UT Mar¬ 
tin fell behind 2-1 when Mor¬ 
gan Steffen ending Elina Gems 
eight match winning streak at 
No. 5. SIUE claimed its first 
tennis OVC tournament dtle 


with Mia Frogner’s victory over 
jumamukhambetova at No. 2 
and Madeline Hill's victory over 
Tari at No. 3, 

UT Martin did see success 
from Plintada Cortes in singles 
at the No. 6 spot. Playing typi¬ 
cally in doubles only* the Puyol* 
Spain native showed little rust 
in singles tennis despite not 
playing since March 19. Flan¬ 
tada Cories won her opening 
set over McKenzie Thomas 6-2 
and led 4-3 in the second set but 
went unfinished when the Cou¬ 
gars clinched the championship. 

UT Martin concludes die 
season at 13-11 and had numer¬ 
ous liiglilights. All three juniors 
(Candeloro, Tari and Naito) 
joined the UT Mardn Century 
club for 100 overall victories. 
This season also saw die Sky¬ 
hawks establish die third lon¬ 
gest winning streak in program 
histoiy* winning eight straight 
matches before falling in the 
conference final. During that 
winning streak U I Martin won 
its sixth OVC championship in 
program history and continued 
their winning traditions witii 
their 23rd appearance in the 
conference tournament. 



6 p.m. Friday, April 29 ■ SiUE 
3 p.m, Saturday, April 30 - SIUE 
1 p.m. Sunday, May 1 - SIUE 
Skyhawk Park, Martin, Tennessee 

6 p.m. Tuesday* May 3 - at Union 
Fesrmre Baseball Field 
Jackson* Tennessee 

6 p.m. Friday, May 6 - at Austin Peay 
6 p.m, Saturday, May 7 - at Austin Peay 
1 p.m, Sunday, May S - at Austin Peay 
Raymond C. Hand Park 
Clarksville, Tennessee 

6 p.m. Tuesday, May 10 - Alabama A&M 
Skyhawk Park, Martin, Tennessee 

6 p.m, Friday, May 13- Eastern Illinois 
3 p.m, Saturday. May 14- Eastern Illinois 
1 p.m. Sunday, May 15 - Eastern Illinois 
Skyhawk Park, Martin. Tennessee 

6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 17 - at Memphis 
Fed Ex Park, Memphis, Tennessee 

6 p.m. Thursday, May 19 - at Jacksonville State 
6 p.m, Friday, May 20 - at Jacksonville State 
1 p.m. Saturday* May 21 ■ at Jacksonville State 
Rudy Abbott Field* Jacksonville* Alabama 

OVC Tournament 

Wednesday, May 25 - Sunday, May 29 
The Ballpark in Jackson, Jackson* Tennessee 



1 p.m. Saturday, April 30 - at Murray State 
3 p.m. Saturday, April 30 - at Murray State 
1 p.m, Sunday, May 1 - at Murray State 
Racer Field, Murray, Kentucky 

3 p.m. Saturday* May 7 - SIUE 
5 p.m, Saturday* May 7 - SIUE 
1 p.m. Sunday, May S - SIUE 
Bettye Giles Field, Martin, Tennessee 

OVC Tournament 

Wednesday* May 11- Saturday, May 14 
Choccolocco Park* Oxford, Alabama 



Cossatot Community College 

Thursday, April 28- Saturday* April 30 
Four States Fairgrounds* Texarkana, Arkansas 

College National Finals Rodeo 

Sunday, June 12 - Saturday, June 18 
Casper Events Center* Casper, Wyoming 



















Veda Duncan, Graduate. SS in Medical Laboratory Sere ace 
Focus' Management and Immunohermtology 


“My professors 
at UTHSC 
often stated, 

‘We don't have 
students... 

Were developing 
our peers’” 

Veda Duncan 
Laboratory Manager, 

Saint Francis Hospital 


Use your biology or chemistry prerequisite 
courses towards a BS in Medical Laboratory 
Science (MLS), Become an MLS in 21 
months, MLS professionals provide the 
laboratory data that enables diagnoses for 
about 70% of all patients. 

Our MLS graduates have a 100% employment 
rate, and Bureau of Labor statistics predicL 16% 
growth in employment between 2014-2024. 

Gel your prerequisites now and enroll before 
]une 1. Program begins August 10. 

For more information, contact us at: 
ds@utksc.edu or (901) 448-6304. 
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50% back on titles used next semester (till quota is reached) 


Special hours 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Monday-Friday, May 2-6 


Regular hours: 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m, Monday-Friday 
Closed Saturdays & Sundays 


Graduating? 

We’re your one-stop shop for regalia and supplies 
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